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PREFACE 


This work is an attemp to preserve the record of 
one of a number of great religious schools which have 
contributed much to the cultural, educational, and 
religious foundations of the American nation. It pur- 
poses to five an acoount of the heroic stru^le of an 
institution that was founded upon the faith of a few 
visionary men who saw the opportunites and needs of a 
vast and untrained reservior of mankind. 

It delineates a spiritual landmark in Clarke Col- 
lege that \ as grown into the ay bol of a mighty ove- 
ment to bring man nto a closer relationship with his 
Uod. The sacr flees, priv tions, and untiring seal 
of the courageous man and women who fought to keep 
"Mississippi’s most unusual school" alive are treated 
onl' In -bridged detail. 

This thesis ~rew out of an Idea gathered from con- 
versation with Professor W. J. 'ammond of Texas Chrirt- 
ian University on the value of unearthing and making 
permanent the historical data of our own ieno.'inational 
colleg s in America. Two years of work as instructor 
in Clarke College revealed to the writer its spiritual 
powar and Intellectual integrity, and served inten- 


sify the desire toward the study and writing of its own 
history. Th effort was further accelerated by the 
reverence that so many patrons of the school held for 
its founder, Rrv. N. L, 'larke of Kewton, iasiaslppi. 

Moat of all, ow&ver, the work of the institution itself 
in training ministers and laymen to beco e adequate 
servants in today’s world need furnished the basic dy- 
namic for this paper. 

Thie material was drawn from streams of life directly 
Intertwined with that of Clarke College. The denomina- 
tional papers, local newspapers, minutes of the various 
associations in Mississippi, col leg annuals, and private 
notes prove valuable donors to this tudy. It was ? m - 
t' ered through loans fro libraries, echo Is, an: private 
individuals. Friend? o*’ Clarke Allege voluntaril of- 
fered their services in helping locate items and articles 
of historical value. 

The Clarke College Catalogues , the Clarke Call , the 
vale at. • vo lomaittcc aborts . The eer . and a miscella- 
neous collection of data on the school may be found in 
the Clarke 'ollege library, liewton, ississlppi. 

The associatlonal pamphlets such as the inutes of 
The Cener »1 Association of lar - :>pt 1st, of Ississlrpi . 


minutes of Hewton County Baptist Association, Bay Springs, 
and t. Pis<?ah Ascoc J ation? are held in the private li- 
brary of W. .T, >cMullan, hewton, Piasisaiopi. 

The Minutes of the Msslsr.ippi baptist Convention and 
The Baptist cord files are contained in the library of 
the New Orleans Baptist Theological ^rainary, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. The remainder of the mat rial is found in the 
Library of the Department of Archives and history, -ackson 
Mississippi* 

Nowhere di i the work seek to sacrifice the authenti- 
city of the factual element for the puroose of colorful 
or convenient prese tat ion. A somewhat graphic history 
of the institution was attempted in the livht of the evi- 
dences at hand. 11 known source material was canvassed 
in a effort to focus the light of historical illumina- 
tion u on the work, personalities, and contributions of 
" M ississip i r a most unusual school," 


CHAPTER I 


BIRTH AH 3 EARL? Y ARS 

Out of the early twentieth century there emerged 
Clarke Memorial College known as "Mi Blasippi*s most 
ungual school." T is institution was a crystal ization 
and portrayal of the hopes and ambitions of a few reli- 
gious pioneers of the time* Its foundation and roots 
were laid d=iep in t.he progressive, intellectual, and 
spiritual awoke nng that had reached into the rural and 
agricultural sections of a then ackward and somewhat 
illiterate state* Although tbs school began as a re- 
flection of its own age, it became the r lac or of 
future times and ewa^tr, that lay out in the distance. 

Its progress and -powth were never cataclysmic but fol- 
lowed :he channels o a more sound volutin nary course. 
'ier*rthel« ss, lar e ollege was an answer o very defi- 
nite and pressing needs. 

In 1907, "there were onl four Baptist colleges In the 
st ate. They wore overcrowded with the large intake 

ducat ion ''ally barrel; Attended The Hewton , ecord . 
October 17, 1907, p. 1. 


2 


of students. All of thmm were in dire need of added 
space and ore f’acult' .. e r\ rs. I lue ountai -oil eye 
wa an example of this extreme congest on. "There ad 
been one thousand aonli cations for admission to Blue 
fountain Female College when only four hundred could e 
taken care of."2 


*Ibid.. p. 1. 

If this condition existed in general over the entire 
stat , it was even o~e critical i ast Mississippi. 

This feet was yiven apt sum.-. ary in the minutes of the 
Renersl \asoc!ati'~n for 1907. 

"This section is worthy of our r.ost earnest considera- 
tion. The territory, of which the school is in the midst, 
contains 27 ! apt st associations with a total of nearly 
7^,000 Baptists. "3 

5 General .r>? Delation jpsissinpi ?yt-lar apt 1 sts . 

1910, p. 22. 

Although these figures were p ven three jears after 
the establishment of the college, they were not ^re<tly 
different from those at the time of its foundation. 
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: any >eo le were ai nil- to ( he a t t: at illiter- 
ac creates economic problem, • he so opinions wore ao.e 

known in written articles and a- ctona alik • The follow- 
ing statp it? t row^ so 11 t on v " tMnkin * of this 
era. 


Isnoranc** shackles the mincis, shackles the intellect, 
ahaekles our <? r forts. To chow what n lack of educa- 
tion re ant to this state, it wa cooper eh with assa- 
chusetts. sslMlppi the average :=ay for every 

«:an in the state is leas than 7$ c»mts, while in 
ass ohusetta the av •’■'apre nay 'or e-.ch auan per day 
is 2.50> 


/n d cation ally," loc . oit.. p. 1. 


These efforts and demands were not frajeaentary and 

sporadic. They were continuous and general in their 

character and mo e. hristian education held a nluce 

of iromount iraportanct on oat deno r.: nat i ^l pro rams. 

'•lowever, ne particular seating held at Hue fountain 

■ et the hearts of n ny afire with thediaire for a school. 

The ascription of that nesting foliewsi 

3 osaibl v the reatest arra of Baptist brain an ta- 
lent ev^r gathered in Ml sal aa ip i was kt the first 
enoanpoMnt at Flue ountair ir. 1906. The greatest 
addr ess of the <?* caapnent, a oirhty plea f rlst- 

lan education, was delivered on the last n >f 

the rathering by Dr. . T. Lovrey, then president 
of isslasl pi -ollega.3 


? apti::t cor. . October 12, 1922, p. 50. 
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V, B. tnsine, minister, t en editor of the 1 sis- 
slool I apt 1st . was present 1 the audience. He was so 
favorably lmpres ed by the ar nl that at the close of 
the meeting he ask d that the speech be published. From 
that oveme t S^nsln#’ beea;>e ar advocate of a Baptist 


school In F st Mississippi. 


Later that year, the death of N. L. Clarke, minister, 
furt er stirred the das' re for a Baptist College, This 
man had left a deep impression in the hearts of religious 
poeple of this area. The fol lowing is a brief index to 
his fruitful life. "He was torn In the st te of North 


Carolina In what was Burke '.ounty, now Caldwell C unty, 
on the wfeters of the C tewa iver, the seventh day of 
February, 1312. He was baptised at Gainesville on June 
10, 1333 , "6 He was ordained April, 1341. ! T ls first pas- 

^"The "*ersonal Llf^ of N. L, Clarke," Trac-~ la 1 . a spy 
lbum . Article 1. 

toral work wae begun at this time in Newton, Kemper, and 
$ ahoba Counties. 

"Mr. Clarke spent a year and a half urim* the Civil 
War, 1361-1365, as missionary with the Confed rate Army 
In the :'ield, -md be°-an his work aeain in 1366."? 



7 ii _e ■"•gwtan ecoru . September 13, 1906, p. 1. 
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1369 he wna called as pastor to the ylvarena church in 
'tilth County, fifty miles from his home* He also served 
as pact or of both ecatur and ewton aptlst churches. 

urlnp- hi? mini try, "he receive 2,500 converts in- 
to the church; had administer d the rites of baptism to 
more than 1600 people.*^ stood at the bed of more than 

3 rac^ r llac' Ibnm of notes . *t ! cle 94* 

500 during their deaths. He organised twenty-five churches 
in one association. «e was present at tha organisation of 
the General A ociatlon of :<*gular baptists of J'ississippi. 

He was moderator of th« ' ' . fis-ah Association or 
f if ty-fo r years. Three thousand larriare ceremonies and 
almost three thousand funerals we e performed d< rinv his 
ministry. It died i September, 1906. 

The pendulum of thought harj swung In the direction of 
denominational education undar the leaders ip of such men 
as N. L. ’larks. It w s largely through his efforts that 
East isslssioni Eaptists became conscious of their needs 
and their **espo n sibll it ies as a denomination. However, it 
was not until his death in 1906, that the work of his life 
culmi ated in the stimulation of a movement for the estab- 
lish ent of a Baptist dollege. 


6 

Then the movement for th® er tablishment of a denomi- 
national college slowly rained m mentum. he 't. Pisgah 
Baptist Association went on record as de sirring the estab- 
lishment of such an institution. he resolution it passed 
read as foil 'ws: "> e also recom end that this association 
in cooperation with the Bey Springs Association memorialize 
t^e General Association to take up this Jiat’.er at one?, this 
seho 1 to be built in memory of the sainted N, L. Clarke.” 9 

9 t . : iscah l ^otlst Association, Kewton, issis'-lppi, 
September 16, 1907, p, 12. 

The General Association of Regular Baptists of Missis- 
sippi took up the challenge. Aaer.ss o rallies were ^ eld 
in the Interest of education. The first meeting was held 
at the First Baptist Church of ewton, iississippi. S. B. 
Culpeuper, Pastor of the church, presided. e was assisted 
by Vf. E. Sf nal g, another minister, ana Professor J. o.'" 
Hardy. Tremendous interest was manifested as shown by the 
following report: "Mi denominations joined in the move- 
ment, no serv ees being held a any of the other churches, 
which was an indication of the inter at manifested in a 
worthy cause,” 10 

1® •Education ally,” loc. clt . . p. 1, 
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This rallv was followed by other significant steps. 

T. J . Wiley was chosen as c airman of the assembly and 

v-'* B. ■msing ae secretary. 

The chairman announc d the General baptist Associa- 
tion had unanimously passed a r solution providing 
that the institution be established, and that com- 
mittees had been appointed to carry out the work , 
vis: one to locate the college, one to solicit con- 
tributions, a building committee, and trusts a of 
the rchool had been named. H 


^^"Citisena eeting In Interest of College," The lew - 
ton ecord . October 31, 1907, p. 1. 

These committees w^re composed of two men fro-; each 
of the following counties: hewton, co: ‘ , leshoba, ^asper, 
and m’th, and on~ each from Jones and "reene Counties. 
Twelve trustee c were likewise appointed and apportl ned 
along the same line. 

peclfic instructions were t ven to the committee for 
choosin^ the site of the college, The&e included such 
t 1 ln?a as health, aceessabilit , financial backing, and 
future possibilities and welfar ■ of the institution. 

v ewton made a great effort to sec re the school. The 
local paper took up the f: neral o ant. "I awt jn see s to 
hav aH the natural advantage?: t besides being the ho:;a of 
the Reveren* '.r. Clarke, which would be one of the r aeons 


* 

for it be Ins' appropriate that th college come here. "12 

12 Ibid ., p. 1 

Th e town of Newton appointed a committee to raise 
fundc for the b .llding of the college. "The com itt‘3e 
named for the work consisted of 8« B. Culpe per, . K« 
?*cNeil , G# Majure, and J . A. 5!cHa- f en."13 Another 

13 "bid *, p. 1« 


committee was appointed to take care of a building site. 
It w &3 composed of J. C, fccClinton, W, B. Crosby, and 
C. • Hoye. 

?he towns that desired to compete for the college 
were iven one month to decide o the offer? to be .r.ade. 
Pinal action was to take place one mont from the 29th of 
October, 1907. 

This announcement precipitate . sharp rivalry among 
t e neighboring towns for the coll ge. Inuomuc as its 
final location w s to i e leased o the fact of the best 
inducements presented, many worthy offerings were raised 
by e eh rrouo. The final Induce ents follow. 
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Pay • prinrs offer d 15*000,00 an: 10 acres of land, 
Newton offered $35 *000,00, a 40 acre site, 50 scholar- 
ships and free water for five y ars. Philadelphia 
made a verbal offer of $20,000.00 anu 20 acres of 
land, r tringer propose-' to vs $6*000,00, a aits* 
and 500 acres of land*. Summer land offered #14,500.00 
and 677 acres of land.^ ; 


^ r mt 1st Record , ^ecerber 5, 1907, p, 1, 


A vigorous campaign was carried on by each of the six 
competing towns or the purpose of locating Clarke College 
wit In their city limits. The final decision was made at 
Bay Pnrings, ^issisaippi, b? the local com Ittes and the 
general committee* 

Newton, Klssissirpi, was the its select a for the 
school. V is agreement was reached only after a warm argu- 
ment, During the discussion, worthwhile pleas were offered 
by e ach town. 

Bay Springs originated a scheme to down Newton by 
first endeavoring to get the com ittee to d eclde that 
the c enter of the associations! territory was south 
of the la be ma and Vicksburg railroad and vote for 
the college to e located at a point somewhere south 
of that line. *5 


15*Ne -ton Succeed; In Getting The College," The Newton 
P.ecord . November 23, 1907, p, 1* 


The proposition failed to carry by a small vote. e ton 
had n-ained the victory. 
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This town offered a very desirable location for such 
a school. ere it sits astride the strategic spot where 
the Alabama and icksburg railroad crosses the Mobile and 
Chicago railroad midway between the Tennessee line and the 
Tulf o texieo. 

The town is also located in a healthful d istrict. The 
followir r excerpt was published by a Clarke College suppor- 
ter. 


The towr Is high, sever 1 hundred feet above the level 
of the sea, and the health of the county i: almost un- 
surpassed. The college campus consie* s of fifty-five 
acres of well s lecte and well d rained land. lost 
every stranger who h*is visite ’ the ground ..s iince the 
buildings have been erected has been heard to exclaim, 
"f'Od made this place for a collage. "Ik 


16 Ibid. . p. 1. 


The town offered a s plendid spiritual background with 
four churches. h n, too, t' are was thi fact of a hardy 
and energetic >rotas ant constituency, "any denor inations, 
other than Baptists, were located i this area and were to 
feed th .• college with both students and mat' rial backing. 

A mooting of the b lining committee of flarke College 
wa held -pril 16, 190-1, for the purpose of letting con- 
tr cts for the constr ction of new b ildings. 
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Nine contractors submitted bids reusing In price from 
16,500,00 to $27,000,00. The latter bid was made 
by T. P, Windham of orton. The lowest bid was pre- 
sented by Herman and ”ayea of -ewton . *16 , 500 was 
the figure naoed for loinr the work. This bid on the 
contrac 1 for I'orman and bayes.17 


^ "Contrac « o to uect ew B ildin^s Awarded." The hewton 
Record , April 16, 1903, p.l. 


They 1 nediately -are a $6,000,00 bond as a guarantee 
of their performing the conet ruction acco ruing to specifi- 
cations. uch stress was placed on the immediate construc- 
tion of adequate buildings, Work was to begin as soon as 
materials could be obrained. The goal was to complete them 
hem in readiness for occupation by September, 1903, 
Three buildings were to be erected. They Included a 
chapel and two dormitories, .'he chapel and the ^ormitory 
for boys were to be two stories in height. At the end of 
the first session the chapel was to be converted into a 
girls industrial home, A permanent structure was to be 
erected in its stead. 

Formal plans were laid for the opening of Clarke Col- 
lege on October 1, 190% People came from all of the sur- 
rounding counties to attend the celebration, "he Newton 
Public cho Is were dismissed for the occasion. A large 
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portrait of the late K« L* Clarke hung on the wall. 

People began gathering in Ne ton the day prev ous 
and when the hour for exercises arrived, it was ob- 
served that perhaps the lar^ast crowd that ever assem- 
bled in Newton at e oublic rgthorinr on hand. 
People were her*-? fro all over hawton bounty, from 
heshoba, I-audeHUle, Jasner, faith, fcott, Rankin, 
Jones, and perhaps other counties, and it. is con- 
servatively estimated that there we-e 2500 people on 
the college grounis. The large auditorlu at the 
chape-1 was packed and hundreds of people could not 
even -et inside. he citizens of few ton turned out 
en masse, the traded echo 1, over 300 strong, w*;s 
dismissed for the day, and the business houses were 
all closed for the occasion, and the business part of 
the city seemed almost deserted.! ' 


!* "Clarke **emorial College is Opened," 7he Nekton 
1 ecord . October 1, 190$, p. 1. 


’ anu addresses were brought by several pea.-ers. 
Included among these we e Orator f. . Ranks; H. R. ol- 
co b, stor of the First Baptist Chuuch, ^aurel; T. «J , 

Ml ley of I’ewton, Mississippi; John L. Johnson of lnton, 
' i sisslppi; end T. J. Moore of the Bay ‘ wrings aptist 
Church, "ost of them eulogized edi>cat : onal effort and 
e sped all that of Clarke College. 

The embers of the board of trustees elected ?•, E. 
Culpepper as president of Clarke College, The f acuity 
ne b n rs were then chosen. 
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The following fceac ers were chosen: . , using, 

Kewton; V, J» Shoemaker, Bay Springs; W. L. cMullan, 
assistant to th president; ii* H, >’ eat hereby, ■esse- 
aer, labama, itory an. literature; Ada Sunrall, 
Tuamit, preparatory department; snd Minnie « Austin 
of Mi cals' sippi,19 


19 IXM-, P- 1. 


After the day of celebration the school be^an Its 
first session. "The school opene; as announced as ’Clarke 
emorlal College, T with the buildings read for occupancy, 
and the enrollment the first session reaching the surprising 
figure of 104." 20 A new school was born into the Bap- 

20 J. L. Boyd, : r,, "History of Clarke College," the 
Baptist ecord . '-arch 11, 1943, p. 3. 


tiat family • 

The early days of Clarke College were to bo darkened 

by clouds of disaster that huvo pla ued her through the 

years. The first of these misfortunes to strike was the 

fire which destroyed the boys dormitory January 13, 

The following art ids appeared in the cut on a cord : 

Shortly after the noon hour of esterda , while the 
students were at dinner irt the dining room of the 
girls dormitory, fire hrok: out in the bo r dormitory 
of Clarke Memorial College, V h^n discovered, flames 
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were bursting through the roof of the building* The 
firemen responded to the alarm, but insomuch as the 
nearest fireplug was on Scanlon Street, some 1500 
or 2,000 feet from th- urning building, they were 
unable to reach the fire with only 1,000 feet of fire 
hose. 21 


21 " Disastrous Blase at Clarke College,’ 1 The wton 
RScord , January 14, 1909, p. 1 

Practically all of the furniture was lost. Most of 
the inmates had their possessions destro ed. As a result 
the students were oved to other tempo ary quarters. There 
were not enough buildings on the campus to provede space 
for t e class s. Appeals were made to the town of Mev?ton 
for assistance. As a result Clarke College was granted 
the usage of the local Baptist Church building and the 
Newton High Tchool auditorium. 

President Culpe- per announced immediate plans for 
rebuilding the ormltory. This was made possible by 
adeaua e insurance which was carried on the structure. 

The new building was to be composed of Vtick. 

In no wise did the fire dampen the spirit of the 
teacher? of the school. The surrounding Baptist associ- 
ations rallied to the rescue. Appeals were made at each 



aasociatlonal meeting* The following is typical: "We 
recommend above all our own Clarke Memorial College and 
ur^e boys and girls to attend sai.e." 2 2 


of the l't . Pis^ah Paotlst Association . 
September 19-21 , T90T“K^wton , ississippi, p.' 13. 


The report further added, "We feel grateful to Cod 
for the work that has already been clone in the movement ."23 


23 Ibid . 


The General Association also spoke for the school 
In its second re~ort. It related how the enrolment had 
rrown from less than one hund ed students to one hundred 
and fortv-eivht students. It told of the rebuil ing of 
the boys dormitory and the addition of furnish' in s and 
improver ent s • 

In speaking of the needs of the poorer students the 
re ort was specific. 

We find among the students who come to c olleee a 
goodl’ number of them are preacher:- who have just 
started in life and are trying to prepare. hese, 
for the most part, are po~r boys and need help, 
end the college is not able financially to give 
them the hel they need. ^ 



24 Minute 3 of the Central ' s relation of egular 
Baptists of . Iss^ssTpci . October 2?, 1909,”"pp. io-TT” 
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A further appeal was made forthe building of cot- 
tages for ministerial students. A1 o it asked Tor more 
room and for more money to pay the college debts. 

The Day prings Association, in its annual report 
of 1909, likewise spoke for Clarke College. delirious 
benefits and chu ch advantages were mentioned. It fur- 
ther state , "that the institution has recently taken 
on on agricultural eoartment, In whihh moneyless boys 
may be aided. "25 

25 

•' Minutes of -■a 71 r prints s gelation . Sep mber 15, 

16 , 17 , 1909 , p . 7“ 

On June 17, 1909, the Board of Trustees of Clarke 
Me orial Collide held a meeting forthe purpose of elect- 
in'- new members and transacting other business. The ses- 
sion was opened with a resume of the echo l*s needs and 
plans. "A report of the president showed that he had col- 
lected in subscriptions during the past ; ar amounts to 
£>62,473*75* This included cash paid and also over 

$20,000.00 in life insurance."^ 

26 "College Faculty Is Namdd for Next Ters," The 
Mev ton "ecoru . J„ne 17, 1909, p. 1* 


In Addition, the building committee reported that 


the contract for the boys dormitory had been let to 
Wedgeworth ontractors for* 062 .00. The college waa 
bo fumiah the brick# 



The following faculty was elected 


year: H. Tfl, ’.Ceathersby, vice president and professor of 
Greek andmatho atlcs: M. P. Rush, of Laurel, chair of 

I 

mathe:;ati oa and science; Daisy Lines, department of Eng- 
lish and history; S. F, ^arkinson, of Coffeeville, prin- 


cipal of primary d epartment; Ada Sutnrall, assistant in 
p imary department; Minnie Austin, mu ic depart ,ent; 

J# . Hushing, of Da- ton, ’Jrgin'a, voice and clarinet; 
Mrs. H, M. Weathersby, expression. 

The hoard decided to svablish an agricultural and 
industrial department to the college; the president and 
L# '■ • Dates, member of the board, were ap ointad as a 
com it ee to make arrangements for the purchase of a 
farm and the equipping it for the purpose. It was ex- 
pected to avo this d er>artm«»nt in operation di rinc the 
nokt term. 

The college began its second tern iwt high hopes. 
President Culpepper was very optimistic in his welcome 
to the incoming students. "He was rejoiced at the flat- 
tering outlook fo-~ thg college. He said tha a 20 club 



was organized at the close of last session with t- e view 
of enrolling that many students this year. "27 


27 "Clarke College Op-ms Second Annual Terra," The 
V. ton "<>cord . Sept e ber 16, 1909* p. 1. 


This was the formative oeribd of the school. It was 
the tir.:e of either a gradual growth or a rapid ecline. 
The Baptist of Mississio i were watch inr larke College 
with sympathetic yet careful eyes. The school was to 
meet the test in numbers and spirit, but chronic finan- 
cial trouble hannted her perennially. 

In 1910, at the bep-innin^ of the third session of 
schoo 1 the enrollment was almost two hundred students. 
Yet, an ominous warnin'* wao^iven by the oard of t rus- 
tees of that school. It was as follows: 

We ! av subscriptions that are d^e us on Move ber 
1st of this year a^proximat ly amo ntin<* to ten 
thousand dollars. This subscription was taken on 
the five year lan. hen the e is f 2,100. 00 due 
on last year’s notes that can be collected now 
witbo t f ouble. We then have $2,200.00 <:ue on 
subscriptions which h* ve besn t k n this year.23 


23 ^‘nutes of th.= feneral Association of erular 
liaotiats Qj^ t isBi. ssioi i . October 26. 19i0. p. 24. 
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An appeal was then made for the friends of the 
sc ool to make good their promises. "1 ut brethren, we 
need what you are due us; w hav an obligation to meet, ”29 


29 


Ibid. 


They further claimed that the mone was absolutely neces- 
sary to erase the indefct dness of Clarke. 

At a meeting of the board of trustees of Clarke Col- 
lege in 1911 » a cooir.it tec was a ointed to rueet with a 
like committee from Mississippi College. They were to 
coordinate the work of the two institutions. 

They emhaaized !he abrogarion of differences between 
these sister colleges. They state their objectives as 
consisting of the desire to educate baptist men and women. 
Also the course were to be arranged to coordinate their 
curriculum. The agreement stated, 

That a sub-com ittee consisting of J. L, Johnson and 
r. P. Bush be apnointe l to look into the adjustment 
of the curriculum of the two coll <res; that the one 
will matriculate w^th the other in such a way that 
the junior courses of Kississippi College shall be- 
gin where the senior course of Clarke ”e .orial Col- 
lege ends.^ u 


30 "College Agreement," he ' ■■ ton record . Julv 6, 
1911, p. 7. 
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I n addition, the school offered a unique syste of 
entranc for students. "It is so arranged a s to enter 
st dents as low as the eighth grade and carry them through 
six years of preparatory an f7 college v-ork , completing 
courses lea ine to the B. A. and B. S. decrees. " 31 


3^ "Clarke emorial Collep' The Baptist . -c.3r . . 
July 11, 1912, p. 9. 


S. B. Culpepper resided in 1912, to o further study. 

He wa« succeeded by L. G. Gates of Laurel, Mississippi. 

It had lone been the desire of • B. Culpepper to 
fit hlms’ lf for more advanced educational work and 
at the last meeting of the board of trustees he ten- 
dered his resignation that he mi-ht pursue a course 
of study at I aylor University. This inten' ion had 
been made known for several months previo b and was 
nresente as final. he resi'-na in was acc •"'ted, 
and L, G. Gates of Laurel, Mississippi, unanimously 
chosen president# Themany friedds of the college 
regret to see Pro ident ulpepper leave the work, 
for he has done hfcs part well, but look with ope to 
the time when he will b 1 able to do a greater work. 

The election of Rev. L. G. Gates is receivea with 
much satlsf ction. Brother Gates las teen a me her 
of the board fior tl r e years and very greatly in- 
terested In the institution. T is n ew relation means 
much good to the college and in a more pronounced way 
than ever before Clarke Memorial •allege shall meet 
the need for whi h it is created. 32 


32 


Ibid . 


The school year of 1913 opened with N» R, tone and 
M, P$ Push serving as co-presidents of Clarke Colley. 
JL-verthelfess, they resigned before the completion of the 
session* The board of trustees immediately elected E. 
Oodbold of Louisiana, to the position. He decline : the 
presidency, and the board looted M* 0* Patterson to serve 
in this capacity* 

i 

At this time, 0* Patterson was engaged in a meeting 

at V/ayn sboro, Mississippi. When summoned before the board 

of trustees he consented to serve as ^resident of Clarke 

College. A brief summary of his life in 1913 follows: 

He is a graduate of Mississip i College and also of 
tie outhern Baptist heoloF'cal Seminary, which in- 
stitution conferred the degree of doctor of divinity 
uoon ini shortly before he entered uoon is work as 
pastor of the church here, ’’rior to that he had ser- 
ved as pastor of one of the Jackson churches for 

sev ral y ars, e is one of the state's 1 adinr 
clergy en, of scholarly attainments, and well equipped 
from every standpoint to serve the institution in ah 
efficient and proficient manner. e is held in high 
estet b: all ti now hi i, and his man firends be- 
lieve that his selection as the executive head of the 
college argues well for the future growth of the 
young educational institution. 'atterson will con- 
tinue to serve as nastor of the Baptist church here. 33 


33 "Dr. M* 0. Patterson To H a- Clarke College," The 
'ewton ecord . August 21, 1913* p. 1* 
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Perhaps the rapid turnover of presidents reflected 
in son© measure the uncertain conditions exist Ins; at 
Clarke lolle^e. The old r - neral Asrocfefcion assisted 
by sister associations had fought valiantly to keep the 
school afloat in the midst of the deor ssion and crop 
failure. The town of Newton, Mississippi, responded with 
rreat effort. Several rifts were made by her to students 
and to the school. The folio inr is an example of such 
effort: "The peoole of Nev.-ton have shown new faith in the 
school by subscr'binr- r centlv ‘12,000,00 to help pay it 
out of debt, "34 


34 "Clarke emorial College," The baptist record , 
July 13, 1°13, p. 4. 

How ver, these efforts were not sufficient to keep 
t e chool in adequate financial condition. Under the 
auaricea of the ro neral association, arke Jollei^e 
steadily increased a deficit in her spending. F>y 1913, 
a crisis had en reached that de ande im ediate atten- 
tion. "At this time the college -was encumbered with an 
Indebtedness of 33*162.40 pressing for settlement ."35 


35 Jesse L. Boyd, A Popular Hlr tor Of isslsslpti 
nptists . Pacbson, "issTssiroi , 19l30, p. 227. 
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And consequently, in Decemb r, 19X2, the Board of Trusts s 
of Clarke Memorial Colie ro recornmende that the scho )1 be 
tak^n over by the Mississippi Eaptist State Convention. 

On the 26th day of Dece ber, 1912, t!* presidents 
of Mississipol Wor an*e College and of Clarke College, to- 
gether with a commit ee from their toards of trust s, 
appear d before a meeting of the (Dilation eld i Jack- 
son, Mississippi. The purpose of the meeting was to 
urge action on their tw'n propositions for convention 
aid. "Both colleges were requested to prepare and pre- 
sent at one to the commission a dets’led, written re- 
port, elvln^ the assets and liab lities of their re spec - 
colleges." 36 The .eating adjourned with ttU| under- 

36 "Report of ducation om .ission," ’’roceei ' n££ of 
' aotist vat e Co’ vent! n . T overber 12-14, 1 13 , p • 54 • 

standinr that the commission would me ?t next in Newton, 
Mississippi. 

At it^. next meeting, the education com ission con- 
•„ eluded that if satisfactory arrangements were made, it 

would sanction theacce tanc of Clarke Memorial College 
as a denom -national school. 


At the ’larch mee'ing of the commissi n, tVerefore, 
Clarke mortal ’ollege was instructed to ascertain 


24 




whether or not the City of Newton would raise as 
"tuch as '15, 000,00 toward liquids 'nr the indebted- 
ness of Clarke emorial College, amounting to ap- 
proximately $33 ,000.00,37 


37 IMd .. p. 55. 


After receiving 1 of or oat ion that the citizens of the 
town of Newton and the trustees of Clarke Memorial College 
had nlodged themselves to reduce the indebtedness of the 
school to the amount of 15,000.00, the commission recom- 
mended that the school be acce ted as a denominational 
junior college, "o ever, a i oard of trustees was appointed, 
by the sta e convention to serve w^en the con itions laid 
down by the commission were met. 

At a antin'- in Columbia, Mississippi, in 1913, Clarke 
Collere*s request to become a schol of the state conven- 
tion was granted. "Those were the days of the celebrated 
Clarke College quartette. Vbtlle the matter was before tbs 
convention for consideration, the quartette wss called 
for, ”33 After it haJ g ven its son*:, the question was 

^ "History of .larke College , H "he eu-ton uncord . 
November 9, 1922, p. 1, 

- ... ■ ... . ■ . ..1 

put before the convention. That body voted to receive the 
school into the me.bershin of the Mia: issi i Baptist 
Convention. 


CHAPTER II 


THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST CONVE TION TAKiiS 

CONTROL 

During the transfer of Clarke oil- re to the Mis- 
sissippi Baptist Convention it was stipulate ! that the 
school retain only junior coll : g status. This elimi- 
nator? the conferring of f 11 degrees. The following 
statement may clarify the procedure: "Beginning with 
the next session the old habit of ranting substitutions 
in the A, B. and B. S, degrees will be abolished, and a 
Ph. B, course w'll take its place. "39 Clarke ad for: er- 

39 Charles D, Johnson, "Clarke College Motes," The 
Baptist -'Cord . April 30, 1914 , p* 5# 

ly been a "our year college. 

The junior college w s to serve as a denominational 
school whihh fed the other Baptist colleges with students, 
T' Is fact, along with its sple did secondary d epartm nt, 
attracted many stud-nte. It readied both boys and girls 
who whould hav^ otherwise bean denied an ed cation. 

The advent of Clarke College into the fellowship 
and privileges of ad^nomLn tional institution gave the 
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Institution decided advantage. It had definitely out- 
grown the soonsorbhip of the G nera^ Association of Re- 
gular "apt 1st s of i'ississiopi and er sister association 
of Bay prings and ' t. Pt. Piegah, ut even with this trans- 
fer of ownership there still remained a $15,000.00 in- 
debtedness with interest. Therefore, it was necessary 
for the cnventio to meet this obligation. 

The Ed cation Commission was dikly em owored with 
the authority i 19H, to raise 100,000*00 for the 
building rorram at Mississippi Woman's College and 
for the liquidatio of the Clarke College indebtedness. 

The commission tipulated that the canoaign should be 
under the direction of W, E, Farr. 

We are thoroughly conv’nced that Brother V. Farr 
should remain In charge of the camnai^n and the 
the campaign should b prosecuted unc'er his direction 
and under the suoerv’sipn of the secretary of the 
state convention board 



1 ’-issls ippt Baptist Ptate Convention . oventv - 
Sevent ess 'or, ' 'oveDber "T2, T Y9T5, p. 53. 

Tvfenty-five thousand dollars v. is to go to Clarke 
College and seventy- 'ive thousand dolors as to be desig- 
nated for ‘ ississippi Woman* 6 iollege. By Nov nber, 1916, 
91, 000. 00 had been reached i cash subscriptions. 
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Y^t, much of the pledged money was not collected. 

Therefore, accruing interest on outstanding d bts and 

current op- rating expenses prove a constant burden for 

t’ e school unt'l it finall beca e a pr'vate i a ti tut ion. 

The spirit of the town of ' etrton, ? ississipp’ , should 

never be forgotten. Many times the citizens came to the 

financial rescue of the t ottering college when all seemed 

lost. All Jississippi Eaptists should be grateful to the 

local Baptist church and to the citizens of all creeds 

and denominations 1 this town. 

Donations from many private sources over t e state 

prove J of invalua le assistance. J. R. Buckwalter of 

Union, ississippi, furnishe funds to plac electr’c 

l'gh*s in <very room of the dormitories. e had been a 

recent visitor at Clarke College. At the invitation of 
» 

the f culty h, was si own the grounds and build in b. The 
work of the institution was outlined bo him and its pro- 
gram explained. This so favorably i crossed hi that 

to the school. 

before leaving he nude his contributio yiXiwaxXexaixjcxsastxjacx-t 
He was also influenced by the fact that "^very man and 
Moman:<xkexhaxxxKxdxakiuix£xaBixXkKxxxlxx^xxxX:ckKKXXX 
woman who had graduated fro the college had been a XxxxxkXx 

Chri tian." 41 


^ "True Friend Opined by Clarke," The Teuton -ecord . 
December 9, 1915, p. 1. 
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Nevertheless, despite t ese efforts by many ar sorters, 
Clarke College remained a needy school* The faculty re- 
sponded to the challenge with detoormination. The following 
quotation from The Baptist accord shows the effort made by 
this "roup. 

But never hav I known of* a more heroic, self-sacrl- 
ficin" set of men and women than those who compose 
the faculty of Clarke College. Since Christmas one 
member has been making a clean contribution of 
*50. 00 per month ot the collate* not er, 40.00 
per mobbh, two others, *90.00 and still another, 
*160.00 per month. ^ 


W W* M, Bartich, "Clarke Memorial College," The 

f ~ptlst 1 ocord . arch lft, 1915, p* 3* 

This Is only p rt of the pic t lire. During the 
100,000.00 drive for Clarke College nd ississippi 
Woman* s College the response of the school was unusual. 
Thefeculty and students gave $2,400.00* The senior 
class rave $900,00. 

At times humor became mixed with athos during this 
era of financial insecurity. The gifts ranged from 1 or see 
to bales of cotton. M. 0. Patterson, under the title, 

"Buy a Pale," offered to admit stud nts who could r 'urnish 
two ! ales of cotton. 


The proposition, stated sirrpl; , is very tudont 
who enters - nrin^ the abov- time, he or she will 
have the opportunity of placing two ’rales of cot- 
ton at 100.00, or one bale at £55*00 on expen- 
ses for this session . *3 


^ M, 0* "*atterson, "Clarke ' emorial Collog'', n The 

Baptist Record , feptembr r 24, 1 14, p. 5 

I K addition to this aid, Clarke College received 
considers le help f^om the convention wh'bh met in the 
chapel of the ’Oman’s College, November 15, 1915. The 
principal purpose of this m eting consisted primarily 
of reports r late to Mississippi Baptist ocudational 
interests. ’uch men as V , M, Whittington of Greenwood, 
Mississippi, and J. W. Brovin ^raised the committee who 
worked on the .■'100,000.00 camoaign# 

"The speakers of ‘he evening, after a song from the 
Clarke College Ouartett* , were . M. hitt'ngton, M. 0, 
"atterson, #, E. Farr, . A. Venable, and Fry an Simmons. "44 

"Baptist Convention Aids Clarke iollege,” he ’lew- 
ton R cord . November 15, 1915* P* 1. 

Before adjournment later that night, -2,075.00 was raised 
in industrial subscriptions for Clarke Collere. This money 
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was to be used to pay t achers f salaries for the remainder 
of the nussi n, In additl n to this, the convention assumed 
all Indebtedness of the institu ion made rince it took con- 
trol o Clarke College, 

In *arch, 1915, M. 0. atterson resided as ^resident 
of Clar’ e Collepe. He was sue eeded by R, A, Venatle, 
Clinton, Mississippi, an istructor on the regular faculty, 
Venable had served as president of Mlssissi ^pi College. 

He war also instructor in t v e chair of Bible at Clarke 
College. After serrnp one tern he resigned as pre:i- 
d nt of the scho 1, 

T. A, J, Beasley was elected to succeed him in this 
position. "President fe-sley has an excellent record as 
an author, school rnan, and preacher ."4-5 easloy did not 

4-5 *»Hev, T, A, J. Beasley to lead College," :he T'ew - 
ton ecord, arch 23, 1916, p. 1. 

accept the position of the pres ‘dene of Clarke College. 
Therefore, Bryan inrions was cho en .‘’or the office, “e 
had served the denominati on in the ca acit; of raining 
money for tie Bapt st Hospital at Jackson, Bissisaippi. 

It was the wish of the convention that he -•L«-ht be able 
to lead the Baptists of Mississi i in the liquidation 
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of all outstanding indebtedness a gfcinst the school. 

The Baptists adopted a unique lan for a budget in 
1917. ihese gifts were to coma from each local church 


and were out Into one central Und. ach phas of the 
cause was to receive a certain protion of the entire stat 
offering. The report of the committee follows: 


We ro commend that the churches of the state put the 
fol owing causes on tteir plan of regular contribu- 
tions and give such amounts and In ratio ae to secure 
the following sums: 


State missions, $44,000; Ho emissions, -26,500; 
if’orel-n missions, $37,500; ’Hnieterial education, 

• 6,000; of which £4,000 is to go to Mississippi 
College and Clarke emorial College, and $1,000 
each to t e outhwestern Baptist Theological reminary, 
at -'ort orth, Texas, and t e outhern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky; the sub- 
scription secured at this convention by Dr, A. T. 
Robertson to be included in this budget; a^ed minis- 
ters’ relief, $2,500; Christian ducat ion, $2,500; 
Orphanage, 20,000 ; Mississippi Baptist ospital, 

$5, 000; H ft me mission loon fund , 52,500; Total for 
all purposes, 170,000. T is will squire a divi- 
sion of contributions on the following percent a e 
basis: State mission, 25 j; oreirm missions, 20 
Home Missions, 15 % 'ospitals, 6fr; Or hanage, 12 a 
1 inisterial eduataton, 4>» ducat ion, 1^: aged minis- 
ters, Z%\ and Home mis si n loan fund, 15&.46 


^ n Baptlsts Adopt ^lan for Budget in 1917, n The 
ewton -ecoriJ . ' ove ber 23 » 1916, p. 1. 

This was to mark the beginning of a highly efficient 
system of budgeting for the d enominat ion . It was to be 
of great help to Clarke College in keeping its program 
from utterly falling. 
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From its bec-irmin^ as a school of local Baptist as- 
sociations until its '-assing into the hands of "rlvete 
individuals, Clarke College labored under trsae ,dous dif- 
ficulties. The administration heads underwent a rapid 
turnover. These chan-e r were not due to a lack of faith- 
fulness on the part of the administration. Ore ter 
op ort unities and better s alarles mu^t have clayed a 
art in their decisions. Fro,! 1903 to 1930 the successive 
presidents of this college were the following: 

S. B. Culpepper, 1903-1911; P. ush (acting), 1911- 
1913; . . ! at erson, 1913-1915; K. A. Venable, 1915- 

1916; Bryan Sinmona, 1916-1913; T. A* J, easl y, 
1913-1920; Jo n . Carter, 1920-1923; T. cLaurin, 
1923-192$; V,' , T. Lowrey, 1929-1930; John F. Carter, 


^ Jesse Larev oyd, "’ooular T is tor/ of j. apt 1st s fin 
Mississippi, (Jackson, Mississippi, men 7 pT“3tt: 

Despite adversity and hardships Clarke always carried 
on i^ s oro^raii and made plans for the future. The enroll- 
ment of students continued to Trow st adily lar er every 
year. Koweve-, ith an in c reaping student body and with 
the general maintenance cost ace lerated, the indebtedness 
continued to increase. Yet so precarious had the position 
of the echo >1 b e t) me that ' ryan i.imons, the retirin ' 


33 




president, proposed its closing; in 1915. His statement 
was as follows: "The war times call for re-adjustment, 
and I venture two or three suggestions. It might be well 
to have Mississippi College put in a preparatory depart- 
ment for the period of the war and let this school close, 

4-5 Eryan Simmons, "Clarke Memorial College," The bap- 
tist Record, February 21, 1915, p. 7* 

The 1915-19 session of Clarke Memorial College seemed 
to have a b right prospects for the school, T, A, J, Beasley 
had been chosen as president. He had a supporting faculty 
composed of ap roved teachers. The school c ontinued to 
struggle and make general progress. Many Baptist people 
failed to help support the institution. Oftentimes it 
received financial aid sparingly* despite these conditions 
it usually manage to meet adequately whatever test dame 
its way. 

These were the days of World War I. Many of the 
young men were 'neing drafted for the armed services, 
^resident Beasley o'Te ed a course in military training. 

He himself had experienced six years of such training. 
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In 1920, John ' . Carter wan chosen to succeed T. A. 

J. easley as president. He had served as vice president 
of the school. 

^reaid*»nt John . Carter becoes head of Clarke ‘«no- 
rial College in a favorable time. He was born at 
Cherry Creek, Mississippi, in 1338, converted when 
fourteen, and ordained at 24. :J e is a graduate of 
Mississippi Heir ts Academy at luc ountain, and a 
B. A. graduate of Mississippi College, graduating 
with distinction after working his way through 
school. He taught three years and then took the 
Th. M. degree at the Fort ’^orth Seminar- . a e is 
now preparing his thesis for the Th.D. degree. 

e Is a scholarly higt -toned, Christian gentler an 
and deserves the cordial sup ort of the denomina- 
tion in his Ian and purpose to make Clarke Col- 
lege the best possible school in its class .49 


W The Rapt 'st Record . November 11, 1920, p. 9. 


During the year 1920, Clarke entered into the raising 
of Missis sippi *s quota of the 75 ,000 ,000.00 so ^ht by 
out hern Baptists, This fund was to be allocat to the 
most needy divisions of the Baptist cause. Clarke was to 
receive a proportion of the ntlre am unt raised in Mis- 
sissippi, "At a meeting of the educational com ission in 
January, Clarke College was assigned 10# of the amount 
raised for Christian education in Mis sis sippi. "50 a pproxi- 


^ Missis lppi P.-jptlst Convention . "Report of Foard 
of Trust^ a of la rke M 'riio; rial," hov mber 16-18, 1920, p. 1. 
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matelv $10,000.00 was rec ive i fro this source, ost 
of this money was used to absorb the indebtedness against 
the college. 

The Institution likewise nee led repairs, e uipment , 
cottages for ministerial students, ,nd a general endowment 
fund, o critical id the problems become that the edu- 

V 

cation commission met in 1923 to decide Its fete. 

This group visited Clarke College in a body. It vo- 
ted unanimousl" that the school had a dace in the denom- 
national crogrsm and deserved to continue. In order for 
It to fulfil its mission, how ver, the commission recom- 
mended that two things should ve done . They were as fol- 
lows: "First, the buildings ould have to be renovated 
and new equipment provided, Second, a strong president 
with an adequat ; f acuity paid a liveing wage, "51 

51 "Clarke emorial Collate," The baptist Record . 

May 17, 1923, p. 5. 

The commission further stated that it would provide 
out of the 75 mil ion campaign 7,500.00 for the repairs 
and equi; ment. Also an additional 5,000.00 would be 
allocated for the curren operating expenses of the col- 
lege . "This decision w,s contingent u on the request 
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that the trust e s of Clarke College raise $2,500.00 in 
the town of Newton and amon*- t he friends of the school." 52 

i — i ^ i mi — i— ■■■ II ■ 

$ 2 Ibld .. p. 5. 

The $2,500.00 was raised in three or four days. As 
a result olans w re made i c.edlatelv for repairs. very 
room in the two dormitorie: of the school were renovated. 
A new plumbiny u it was installs ; r.nd the heating system 
was reconditioned. This enabled 'he school to provide 
ad quately for 200. students. 

hat same year a new president, H. T. .cLaurin, was 
chosen, 'e wan a graduate of Mississippi College. After 
completing his wo-k in that institution he served several 
yea s as principal of Son 1 ? Academy, a aeconaary "Chool. 
After terminating his service with that scho 1, he en- 
tered Southwest rn Baptist The jlo-ical { 'em' nary as a st - 
dent, he e he rece vod his Th. M. iepree. recent 
vears he as held several pastorates. Prior to his se- 
lection as president of Clarke College, he served as 
enlistment missionary in the Hast em section of "issis- 
sippi* 

Seemingly, Clarke wss headed for a more /rospeous 
era. ,: owover, in February, 1924, fire destroyed the ad- 
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ministration building. An insurance policy of $9,000.00 

was C' rried on the structure, but it covered only half the 

loss. Thus the trustees of the college and the education 

commission were flonfrcnted with another serious problem. 

All officials r greed that If the school were to continue, 

a new, fireproof, brick v ildin*’ should be constructed. 

In June, the trustees of Clarke College made the 

following proposition to the education commission: 

That plans be .de immediately for the construction 
of an administration biildi-vg on the campus of 
Clarke College to cost not less than '50,000.00; 
that th citizens of Newton, the trustees and friends 
of the college in that section of the sta e would 
agree to raise £16,000.00, this a ount with the 
$9,000.00 insurance ould total .*25,000.00; that 
the education comm, lesion rovide by loan or bond 
issue the rem'anln^ £25,000.00, these bends or 
notes as well as the interest when due and payable 
to be liquidated with the funds accruing to Clarke 
College from present to future campaigns.-’-* 

v 


^ lutes of t a Mss s si p ■?*_ 

November" 11-1? 7 1924 , p. 72. 


laptl ut Convention . 


This orooositlon was agreed to by the education com- 
mission. The Merchants Bank and Trust ompany of Jack- 
on, Mississippi, agreed to loan to the commission the 
25,000.00 to be paid in five equal annual install- 
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ments at the rate of 6 interest. The loan secured 

by a Mortgage on the college property. 

At a meeting of the board of trustees of Clarke 

College June 12, 1924, at which D. K. Kelson, member of 

the education commission, was preseit, the contract for 

constriction of a new building was awarded. 

The successful bidders were Oden and Glenn Brothers 
of HattleBburg, Mississippi, for the erection of the 
building; the attiesburr lumbinp; Conpgny of at- 
tiesburg, received the contract for heating and 
lusibl r; vhile Hobbs Plumbing Company of "'erldian, 
extracted to io rhe electric wir!ner of the structure. 54 


^ "Contract Let for Colley : uilding," The Newton 
l-.ecorcl . June 19, 1924, p* 1. 

Fu r -ther pr- sti-^e w s given to Clarke College by the 
acouirlng of the Scanlon property. It comprised fift 1 
acres of land in fi*ont of the present campus. On this 
land, at the time it was acquired, there was loaated an 
athletic field, several dwellings, and t) e Scanlon hom-. 
This additional property ^ave Clarke College a campu of 
one hundsed acres. 

T e transac ion was made possible by a ^3 ,750.00 
fift by J. . ^uckwalter of 1'nion, i isBlesippi. This 
was half the purchase price. Tr.e president of the college 
and th e board of trustees were to raise the ot er half of 


the required sum, 

A note of optimism continued with an enrollment of 
425 forboth the rentier end suraer session 1 of school. 
Also the standardisation comr.it tee of the State of Mis- 
sissippi visltei Clarke College in 1926. It voted favor- 
ably upon the status of the Bchool. 

"this placed Clarke **aaorial College on the same 
standard list of /uni or colleges, giving her the same 
rec rnition as given for the first two years in anp 
Junior college of the state. "55 

Catalogue of Clarke Manorial College. Hewton. 
Missi aidpoi, 


Of general significance to the friends of the col- 
lege was the fact tat the East Mississippi Normal was 
held at Clarke College during the summer school of 1926. 
"Proportional credit will be giver, for summer woHc as is 
given for work during the regular session. "5^ The Baptist 


56 


Mis^lssip 




al 

P- 


a ar;-- e Motaorlal olio e . 


M '‘.ton, 


colleges now recognised in this little college a colleague 
of intrinsic value to the general ro^rao. 
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The followin'* Is a typical eulogy of the tines: 

"More and morn ia our Paptiat co-edu atlonal junior col- 
lege finding a olaxe in ■ he hearts of our Baptist people. "57 


57 fr lss' sgjppi Baptist Convent! on . Move ber 16-lf, 
1926 1 p. 47 * 


further tribute wag also paid to the school's speci- 
fic work i meeting a specific nee; in Mississippi educa- 
tional fields. Cla ke fitted ost adequatel into the 
consolidation effort of this era. 

It is said that this is the age of con olidation, 
and since Ississippl leads all the other states in 
the union in the numb r of consolidated scho .Is, it 
ia eas* to see the need of a junior colie r e where 
students >om these schools may complete their high 
high school work. So 


Ibid. 

The la gest senior class in the history of Clark* 
College receive diplo as fay 20, 1927. There were 
eighty-two whocraduated at the time. B. H, Lovelace 
of Cl'nton ieli -ered the beeca la ..reate address. 

"Where were four main buildin s now, plus some 
teachers' b me a an- cottages. Clarke possessed a beau- 
tiful campus of onehu d ed acres and had an unsurpassed 


u 


natural drainage. "59 


59 A M ipt or-- of Clar - e Xopiorial Coll e*c- "ompiled by 
Ola rice Collet ^lud onto . Hi /ton . Isa i 3;-l o : i . 1952, p, 7. 

The year 1923, found Clarke still In a period of 
general pro *ress. Its academic status was widelv recog- 
nized, and the school seemingly en, joyed a oermanent lace 
in the d enominational life. A report by H. t. ’^c^-aurin, 
president of the school, was very favorable. T ere were 
seventy-three graduates. 'ho same reoat emphasised the 
large numb r of former Clarke students who were then em- 
plo ed n strater-c positions. According to the reoort, 
"Oyer 200 former students are now teaching, and 75 graduates 
are now going to senior colleges. "60 


6° The r - apt 1st R cord . November 22, 1923, p. 3. 

In 1929, H. T, 1 cLaurin resigned as resident of Clarke 
College. H* had serve, ii that caoaSity since 1923* V. T. 
Lowrey was elected as president of Clarke College to succeed 
him. Lowrey had served as president of Mississippi 
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Collage and Blue Mountain College, T is was a ^reat of fort 
to bring Clarke College back to is forner lace i the 
denomination. Yet the school was headed for disaster. 

In 1929 , pessimism seemed to pe-vade the ranks of 
the entire state convention as regarded the ultimate 
fate of t e school. A reoort by . T. Lowrey reflected 
this attitude of gloom. I n this summary of conditions, 
he 8a id, "The financial con ition Is moat ambarassing. 

The indebtedness is about $35,000.00. The inco’» is 
not sufficient to pay running expenses to 3ay nothing 
of the inter st and debts. **61 


^ Klssissio: 1 V apt .. t Convention . November 12-14* 

1929, p. 70 . 

A joint mee ing of the Baptist dication Commission 
and the Board of Trustees of Clarke College was held in 
Newton, Miae'ssippi, “arch 7, 1930. An a greement was 
reached between these two bodies that Clarke College 
needed "15,000.00 to continue to operate. There wa3 
so~.e indie atlon that the town of Be ton would raise 
money to partially liquidate the outstanding debt of 
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40,000.00. Thia was treated as follows: 

The president flirt er said that if the commission 
would do t'^eBa tt infra ment ioned atove, the Baptist 
Church an-: cl ti sens of bev;ton would guarantee to 
pay a lar^e part of the outstanding iidebtedness 
of more then 'AO, 000.00^2 


^ J, T, \ Lee, 1 The 7 ut re of Clarks College," The 
l 1 apt 1 ~t Record . *«rch 13 , 1930, p. 5. 

The citizens of Newton rallied in their usual en- 
thusiastic way to this challenge. They were unwilling 
to lose their college. The following excerpt was quoted 
from The ! 3 bon Record : "To e weeks a«ro the Newto r aptist 
Church vote to assume an obligation of ,110,600.00 and 
the citizens of th town subscribed £11,000* 00 more to 
help liquidate the institution's indebtedness. "63 

63 

9 "Newton Is Unwilllnr to Loro Clarke College," 

The ewt on Record . i arch 20, 1930, p, 1. 

This amount, alon*- with the sale of son e property 
owned by the school, 1 ould reduce the indebtedness of th 
college to a few thousand dollars. This indebtedness 
would be less than mny previous figure sir ce 1924. 

However, at a s ecial sessio" of the Baptist conven- 
tion, which convened at .’afckson, Mississippi, a lar^e 


majorit: voted to d iscontlnun Clarke Oollegt. This de- 
cision wan contingent ucon the fact that the Baptist 
r hanage purchase thr 'roperty owned by the school. 

’ uch opposition to this movement was evid need. 
n r avorable art cl b a > ear in The " rtist -.cord and 
in local newspapers, it was conte de t^at thlr roper- 
ty had been riv n in -’■ood faith for education among 
ast I ississippi Baptists. Also it was agree l that any 
diverting of the propert- to other channel would be 
a betrayal of the purpose f ‘ or which the achool was 
founded. 

In addition, man; vo-c their opposition to the 

removal of the opphanage from Sack son, iieaissinpi, to 

Newton. The following q otation is one exam let 

I believe Jackson furnished oppor: unites fbr our 
orphans than can * gotten nowhere else in the 
state. If re art he true at this time, 1 am unable 
to see how their s cool opportunities can in any way 
be equalled at Newton. So far as I am able to learn, 
there are five good baptist churches in Jackson. 
Hewton ae only one. & * 


^ • . hi Hips, "Grave 'j stakes, '* »;o <>aotlst 

i-*cord . kay 1, 1932, p. 14. 


It was fu ther pointed out that the orphanage at 
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Jackson was near tha Baptist Hospital. There the ana 
could obtain free treato nt . rrivate hospitals could 
nev’r expected to **ive this type of service. 

These protests were largely i nored by the Baptist 
leaders. r e cause of their belief in such nece eity, and 
because th* trustees of the Baptist Orphanage had not 
rea bed an agreement about the transaction, a now meeting 
of the convention was deeded nec a ary. 

Accordingly, a special session of the Mssisslppl 
B ptist f'tate ’c -vent ion was ell d by L. 0. hater to 
meet u sday, July 15, 1910, in the auditorivr of Clarke 
Colley, Newton. 

The action of tuis session rescinded the action of 
the former special session eld nt *Jack ; on, 'iasissippi . 
It voted for the education concision to liquidate the 
■40,000.00 indebtedness of Clarke *«e iQrial ■.Jolla ge. -fc 
was further to borrow enough money for adeems te o rerat ion 
o the college. Clarke was to rec ive $5,000.00 each 
year toward sufficient e, dowaent. 

At the regular session of th issieeippi Baptist 
C nvention, larke lolls ge was avain vote to be closed. 
The property of the school was to be sold, and the pro- 
ceeds applied on debts. *Mr. W. N. Taylor ade a otion 
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striking out the section cloning Clarke College. "65 The 
£e 

"Peport of the iseiasl »pi D ptist Ctate Conven- 
tion," Thtt l - ipt ist ' Be rd , Fove ber 27, 1930, p. 2. 

discussion waxe<I Fervent and heated. "The Taylor substi- 
tute of notion to strike out the recotnti ndati on to dls- 
cont ; nu*< Clarke College was lost, and Clarke College is to 

be closed." 66 


^ Ibld . . p. 2. 

The Aitvre of the college was very uncertain. The 
Baptist deno tr. inatlon ad decreed that the school die. 

But the non-^ip orters of tho school Id not reckon with 
the tnacity of its followers, fo they n ere at loa ted 
the diligence end faithfulness of the citiaens of Newton, 
ississippi. N© doubt, their efforts and intentions 
were base on the highest ctives. hut history a- later 
to rove them unwise and erhaos unnecessary i closing 
the i stitution. 


CHAPTER III 

DAIS OF 9TRDOOLE AND ECLIPSE 


During the crucial days o:' 1930, T ohn F. Jarter 
waa elected as resident of Clare College, “e held 
both the Ph. D« and Th. D# de^yees. This training, 
co bined vith his capacities of leadership, fitte him 
for the di^f'cult task of heading the school in its 
darkest hours. 

ISany people be^an to hooe that the school would 
not be disposed of, for althou? the convention had or- 
ders the college dir- continue.: and the property sold, 
n buyer wa3 found available. Their thoughts we-e cry s- 
talized into action by a nu .ber of supporters of the 
school. A -roup of E ptlat brei ren in .ast Vieolsalppl, 
feelinr that it cour be operated by rivate su scri - 
tions, sought to lea Clarke College for five years. 

The oard of Trust© s o t >ril 1931, received 
the offer from th* brethren, who constitute a 
holding commission, and leajed the property to 
them for a period of five years at a consideration 
of 31 .00 .i year. 6? 


6? F. is si so it oi ; not 1st ^omventjon . November 17-19, 

1931, p. p2. 


John F. Carter served as president of Clarke Col- 
1 g for ono y r, re r igninr in 1931. 9 wasaucceeded 

by A. A, l.oebuc , n prominent educator in the state. 
Roebuck was a graduate of Clark* Collet , isaissippi 
College, and received 1 is ‘aster o Arts decree from the 
: niversit. of l"t a; .a, in 1930. > announced his in- 

ton t ion of q^arryin^ on the cause of his alma mater with 
zeal. 

Clarke 'ollege now became th* peoples* school. 

• ppeals w re given to all Baptiste to len<; their efforts 

to he promotion o its welfare. The ''ollawino; q otation 

is an example of t‘ attitude of school officials: 

The college will put fort ev ry reasona lo effort 
to keep in touch with its patrons and inform same 
of students* ro press. etc. Clarke College will, 
therefore, be typical 1 a school of the people 
fostering the ideals of Christian character 

and efficiency, 6$ 


63 A. A. -oebuck, "Clarke College," The baptist 
Record . Sept eiaber 3, 1931, p. 12. 

The shhool remained on » he O credited list for 
yississipni Jl ior colleges. f forts wer .ade to keep 
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this rood rating, focpenoes wore reduced to a minimum. 


rS 


"Total yearly expenses in the dormitory amount to 
230.00. "^9 Girls livin' 5 ’ in the industrial home had 



-r 


expenses red seed another 1/90.00 per year. 

At a meeting of t e Clarke College l'olain Coo.is- 
sion ’ay 15* 1932, • L. itringer, ■‘■hen sup?ri tendent 

of Pearl liver Junior College, was unanimously elected 
president of llarke College r or the next school year. 

A. • obuck had previously tendered hie r 3imation. 

Ptrin* r came to the school well prepares in edu- 
cational training* 

For many years he wa a successful hi^h school 
orincioal and superintendent. Fore recently, he 
served at Picayune during which ti.se he tau *ht 
in the 9. T. C. Summer Schools • For the pant 
five years he has been the superintendent of 
Pearl Piver Junior College . f 


^ "Clarke College lects i. L. tringer, President 
at a 1 eeting,” . he h-. -ton acori. . - ay 19, 1932, p. 1. 


In 1933* the convention met at Tupelo, isalesippl. 


This excerpt from The i anti at ucord shows how vitally 
i portent this e tin- wa3 for Clarke Collate. "It was 
rumored before the convention met that there was some 
likelihood of Clarke i emorial College being sold to the 
Congregational .'ethodist Churc ; .."*71 it was further under- 

71 

"Baptist Conven ion stains Local cuool," The 
- ewton ecord . <ov -iber 23, 1933* p. 1* 

stood that this Methodist ^roup was very anxious to pur- 
c ase the local 'nstitution to convert It i to a four 
ye.r church school. 

The convention in session did r ve consideration to 
ilsposal of this oropert’ . h conv ntion board recotrt- 
mended such sale. However, a commit t ee appointee by the 
convention board he y ar before, id not reco ..end that 
thecoller-e be sold at the time. It was vote ! to leave 
it under the s a e status. 

In 1935, "• L. Stringer resigned as presi ent of 
Clarke College to enter the race for Jtate uperlntendent 
o r Education. o was succeed ed by C* • Lolland as pre- 
sident. The property was leased to Holland at 1.00 
per year, "he con r ct Included these L err si 


The property is to be insured for twenty thousand 
ol 'are* It lsto(w3 kept in reasonable repair and 
to be used for school purposes. The school is to 
be operated in eepi g with principles and polled s 
of t e ? isaissipoi Baptists. 72 


72 C* Z. Holland, " Reports of Clarke Memorial Col- 
ley© to Baptist State Jon vent ion," The T apt 1st ocord . 
Uece bar 19, 1935, p. 7. 

Furthermore, the premium on the policy wa paid for 
twelve months* It was made out in favor of the board of 
trustees of t © school# 

Other general improvements were ade durii.g the days 
of Clarke C-ollepre rivate operation. Several hundred 
dolls-s worth of labor and material w*re spent on repair 
and upkeeo of the b ildinrs, while needed purchases were 
■ade In books for the library. In addttior , a dairy 
bam w b built for the school and a herd of aix cattle 
wrre urcha< ;u. Inal , wo hundre dol a wort of 
Federal work scholarship money was used for teautifying 
the camnus and buildings. 

It was officially ann >unced in ! ewton, ' ississippi, 
April 16, 1937, that the trustees of Clarke Memorial Col- 
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lee;e had leased the scho 1 to . T J# ' c ullan, a local 
businessman* 

C* Z. Holland l ad resigned as president of the 
school to become romotlonal secretary Tor the state 
Bapt st convention board. • . orsley wrs to act as 

president under the advisory plans of cMullan. 

Durinr this era, the sceptics were many who believed 
t at Clarke dollece was iooci e ■ to die. v rthel os, 
the school continued to live and to serve this section 
of the state v ’ th benefit. n fact, the enrollment 
for 1937 showed an increase. "The session opened Sep- 
te.-ber 7, 1937* with an enrollment to :ate of 106, which 
is an iocreac- over the rev Jour session." 73 C; 'ullan 

7*5 

J. L. Boyd, "Excerpts ~rom Proceed ins of the 
Miasiasip i apt! at 0".vent ion," - e aptist cor . 

Nov- mb r 16-13, 1937, p. 2. 

then serving as pr si ent of the school. 

D rirw: this session, an a? eal was made to the 
poo le of this section for support. 1 is explanatory 
statement rame from Vhe ev.-ton ecord ; "Clarke Memorial 
CoO- er0 I 0 the old st denominational junior coles® In 
Mississippi and has a history to be proud of," 7i 

^"Clarke Collie to 'pen ptember 7," The o - ton 
-ecord . npte^bor 2, 1937, p. 1. 
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V’. L, i c 'ullan continued aa president of Clar'te 

College durinr 193^* nder his leadership the school 

% 

was confronting succOsfully many financial di (, iculties. 

Yet there was enough light to show its true worth and 

value to 1 ewton and the st te of iesissippi. 

In that year, $500,00 was s >ent on re air for the 

school. This money was iven by the tovai of 'ewton, and 

agi n the townsp o?le paid the rent. ctlll, the chool 

in general was making a contribution to Baptist life. 

The following statement is a typical illustration of 

the local ao:reciatlon for the school: "The enrollment 

is 101, an*i the faculty is node u of ec le with good 

degrees. There are 30 ministerial students. Two r rls 

75 

are missionaries. 


75 

"Report from the Mssissippi Baptist onvention 
Board," The "apt. 1st Hocor-i . ove-.ber 24, 1938, p. 3. 

Clarke College struggled for life during these y arc. 
Yet, although it existed in constant dang r of be'ng 
closed, such men as . L. I cT'ullan and others of like 
caliber persistently fought its b ttles. 

In 1940, • L. c ullan surrende ed the lease he 

held, md the institution was then leased to Freeman ' . 
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^ay. May was a N wton Co nty man an a -raduate of 
Mississippi f out hem Collar o, He had one some <-radu- 
ate work at th^ nive^-lty of Texas. 

The school op ned its doors un or the * idance of 
this educator for its 32nd session 1th opportunities 
be^nn- offered to boys and rlrls of limited financial 
r, :eans. Th* 5 tuition was only *5*00 a month, while room 
and board were 12.00 a rionth. "he cottares were ef- 
fete rent free to ministerial students. .he total o t 
for those ; fcayin • in the formitohies a ounte . to 173.00 
a se ester. 

T’any doubters now became converted to the ioea that 
Clarke ioller*e did have a lace in the life of their 
denomination. Tils was ri ,r en 'mpnaais by a general awa- 
kening of r ot sts to Its value. Then, too, the . pr -fu- 
sion ad largely disa peered, This rave p onle r newed 
courage and -re r financial strenrt • till there was 
no general stampede of financial supporters to its aid. 
There wJr then only ~'fts of monor significance received, 
lowev r, these were soon to row through the c uncarted 
effort of the Br.ptist constituency. 

Moat of th cifts to i lark e College wore from indi- 
. owev-*r, though they were faithful, the main 


vi duals 
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hope lay In denominational aupp rt. " i Bt r f be« 






cam© rir ter in 1940 in a report from the trust©* a. 

"The tot© Convention ia now paying one thousand dollars 

a y*’ar to applie on teach re’ salaries. ^ 

6 

?6 

"A 1 eaaage From t a Trustees," The t rtist 
Cord , Ceptembe*" 12, 1940, p. 12. 

In 1941, people unfriendly toward Clarke College 
scattered the rumor that the school would not open a r ain. 
The local people a ain came to the aid of this institu- 
tion. The following report was iven in 1941, to alienee 
the a ove ru ora: "Throughout the s ate thee has been 
r newed Inter at 1 Clarke, and it is hoped that some day 
Pisalssippi Baptists will aain wake up to the fact t at 
the s hool is renderin' a isti^ct and unioue service. ”77 

^ ^wton County ; apt : st Arsoc ’ ation . Octob r 15-16, 
1941, p* 14* 

President l ay a3*8o a /e rebuttal to tha argument just than 
by undertaking a pro ram of repairing and red* cor. tion for 
the school. 

‘ fter the resignation of president F • • Kay in 1942, 
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J. L* ' ovr. of >rid : an was ?lect d as or si dent of -lark© 

# 

ollege. As to his early history, Eoyd wag \ om In ike 
County, ississippi, near McCc b, and after completing 
the oir' th *nr*ade, ntered ississippi ollege in the 
fall of 1901, taking two y ara In he preparatory e- 
mrta nt an th^n the full coll cours- , 'faduatin** 
with the degree of Bachelor of Science in June of 1905, ‘ av- 
inj; remained out of achool two cessions to teach, 
o d then was superintendent of Lawrence County grlc 1- 
tural igh 'chool '"or two yea a, resuming t iere to enter 
the out hern 1 -ptist Theological Sem nary at Louisville, 
ntucky, in the fall of 1910* He was ated from 

t at institutio with the de* *ee of aster of Theology 
in 1914. 

Upon completion of his seminary training, Loyd re- 
turned to his i^jtive state and was pastor of the Central 
Baptist Church of Coldwo r. rly in 1916, he was called 
to the oastorate o f the ^alil -e Baptist Church of Oloster 
which he served until entering the army as chanla'n in 
ove ber, 1917. ,f e trained with the men in C* ip ike and 
Camp Dix and was overseas in France for nine months, vhile 
in France after the armistice, a lai: loyd was ap o.'nted 
to the ooet of B^s Scho 1 office of Ease Sect on Nu.r.ber 
2 to correlate all education work for the 55,000 soldiers 
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In that 8* ction while they were idle, aitin* to come 
home. Tn this ca ac3ty, he a ,e personal contacts for 
the American soldie s in ell the school ^nd universi- 
ties of Trane and ngland, as well an directed all 
teac- in«- rnonn 1, including Youn^ ' n T s Christian 
Association, edustah tonal directors, in c asses of very 
description from the ori ary trades to meeh nical scho Is. 
He was amon^ the erroup of educators who set up the Ameri- 
can "Paper Phell University" at Beaune, Prance. 

During this era, while a vd >.as president of Clarke 
College, t e academic pro^ra:: was accelerated for the 
benefit of the Army p rsonnal* ccordi ~ to this dan, 
younr men who coni®® late enter In the arned forces 
ralrht take one or two ere it© eac> six weeks. r his al- 
lowed them to receive credit on the work, but also en- 
abled the: to^in more rapid promotion in the armed 
s rvices. 

A report In 1943 indicated the ro cress of the 
school: "The outlook for t e college is brij$ ter than 
for sore time in pjjte of the adv rse conditio is inci- 
dent to the To be r out this statement, two 
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^ " Clarke College Innou nces nlarped ro^ra; 

-' in r=- otlst ocor . ay 20, 1^43 » P* 7. 

two new departments were opened. 

Interest in the school continue to Increase, 'he 
following excerpt appears* in the /ones County Association 
b llot in of 1941 i "It sfineat service eurin" Its lifetime 
has been the discovery of rems In the rour , nd ^ivino- 
then the polish which has enabled the to reflect li -ht 
on the hill tons of re span sib i lit 

inutes of or - -aunt'' Association, ;etob:r 20, 
1941, P “ 

In 1943, a resolution was in trod ced at the Mississippi 
B otist 'tate ■ ‘.v ■ tier to allow Clar’<e 'oil eye .12,0 GO# 00 
oer year. Tt i is somewhat clari led by this -articular 
clause j "! econo, that the ns id sum o two thous and ol ars 
be coll cted and oaid as an when other noniea are collec- 
ted and aid as said mission oard."^ 1 

30 

se-ssipl B ntlr-t Co ve i. Uon . ov fiber 16-13 , 

1943, p. 50. 


A h ?art nin^ n ote cane from the We ton County ssocia- 
tion. The excerpt read, "Throug: out the state t re has 
be n ivne e ! interest in Clarke*" 

On April 6, 1944* It w s announced that J. L. Boyd 
had resigned aa president of the colie e. He had served 
In this ca acity for two years. Other - .irs Its of business 
activity were Mven for causin this action on Ms part. 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of Clar e e. o- 
rial ollec-e in April, 1944, illia . arle Oreene was 
elected as >*esident for the year. 

William arle Orrrene w s reared at eriMan, Wissie- 
iooi. He receive his junior colle e cduaatior at Clarke 
Collere. e also receiver hia B. A. degree from issis- 
slopi i oil! eve. Later he e rne : the Th. K. and Th. L. 
decrees ro the Baptist Bible natitute at Sew Orleans, 
Louisiana. "He served as v stor or te Kllieville 
Church, and for the ast year in the c acity of enlist- 
ment pastor of the conveati n."8l 
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"Oreene lected aa ' r sident of Clarke Me orial 
College," The 1 ^-wton ecori . April 13, 1944, p*l* 
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The coming of this leader to Clarke College marked 

a new era in its hi story • Hi adv nt brought the ost 

promi sinr r^ime the cho 1 had nown. From the doldrums 

and di’-coura'-erents of B; ptist indi erence, he was to 

lead Clarke to new accompl s ants; or under his adm’nis- 

tration, the lark of ministering to : oys an rirls of 

every strata of social life war-endeavor d to bfe carried 

out. The h'ewton bounty Taptist Association printed the 

following art ’ cl about this ro^ra ; 

Clarke Me orial Collere, under the able an eat 
of Fr. W, S« ''reene, still adheres to its earlv aim 
to discover the deserving boy and **'rl an to en~ 
courage that ne in every possible wa to become a 
usef' 1 ‘hristia citisen. 32 
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M ■ nutes o e ton Count- Cnsoc.ati 1944 > p. 16 


CHAPTER IV 

RESTDRATIjS AND rROQRSSS 


Clarke 'olle ~e was still under private control. 

Yet her growth and general rev val caused a demand 
for her restoration to convent! n-sup orten status* 

People coud not imore its fight for life during the 
nadir of d enomi national effort to support th« school* 
Thefact that Clarke would n t acc pt death ft r such 
sentence had een decree brought the school many ad- 
mirers* o eover, the ministry to needy boys and e rls 
of Mississippi focused the lirht of d nominati nal in- 
terest uoon the school* 

Not only had deno 1 national interest shifted to 
Clarke College during these years, but d nominations! 
activity now found its wav to the school. This only 
acc nt ated the need for stat4 -wide support* 

In 1945 i the Baptist Teachers' chool was held at 
Clarke from ■* rch 12 through ipril 6. This was under 
the ausp c s of the ississippi late aptiBt Convention. 
The seho 1 played a dominant part i< m»ki ./? the event 
possible* "I'ader the arrange ent thjtmakes this school 
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possible, the collet t nde^s the us* of Its dormitories , 
linin'* hall, elassro as, library, a n \ other naede faci- 
lities available on its campus. S3 

f 

^ "Clarke Colley* HI Hav. reabhers* ichool," The 
foot 1st >-oc •!• . . February 1, 1945, p. 1. 

To add further impetus to the movement for reinstate- 
ment, private individuals increased t eir rifts to the 
school. Two thou s' nd dollar?, was received by the Missis- 
sippi Baptist "oundatijn for the endowment of Clarke Col- 
lege, "This i« of special inteeet, because, or the 
first, time in its history, t college has Borne e dowraent."£4 

^ "Mississippi Foundation dels $2,000 for "larke 
College," The F iptist -cord , February 22, 1945, p» 9, 

A peneaal overall report of ortimism was brought be- 
fore the board of trustees after their annual meeting in 
1945, The following figures -*how the ssenc of the neper 
analysis of the school: A total of 144 was enrolled, of 
which 42 were ministerial £ tudenta. There were also 25 
de fflc te cours re c ers. $31,000.00 was handled by 
the offic j ^7,100.00 was received as endowment. There 
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was p rt renovation o'' the :o -oitories. Thouean .s of 
trees wrre plants * an^ a lar*e lake w s provided, 

ore spec was pi aded fori A the face of a pro- 
ductive enrollment of between 200 and 300 students* 
There w-is urgent need for further renovation of the 
dormitories. The need whs acute in the trirls dormi- 
tory, "At least two shower baths (just one shower and 
one *ub are now usable in the sirls r ormitorv j )^5 Also 



a general plea was made for the c n struct ion of minis- 
terial cottages. 


At its annual ”-eetinE i. November, 1945* Clarke 
taerlsl allege was reinet ted as a danominationally- 
sup rted Hchool. The acttAon came with a unanimous vote 
of the convention. The control was transferred to a 
board of trustees elect- by the body in session. 

The dreai . of supporters over the state were now 
realised, and the school t'. at h«d been rlvatel’ opera ed 
s ; nce 1930* was nee more in th<~ charge of the convent ion* 
TV e continued increase of regular students, plus 
the influ ce of the vetera s, caused a housing demand 
at Clarke Collar? . This necessitate more funds for 

A 1 
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buildln * rind r novation p» rposes, and thus it bee- me 
ofcv’our that there u* t be a concerted, state-wide cam- 
paign for this i ctit tion. 

Ouring the Interim, «rifta were slowly tricklin^ into 
the college treasury. The entire Kent estate was bequeathed 
t? the college, he article ap red i * The Y aptl st v ecord 
in 1946, as fellows: n Clarke oil -9 wil receive a con- 
siderable sum f rom the estate of the lat-' r, , .^nt 
of "r nwood.”^ 

"Clarke Coll *re to eceive um From Kant state," 

Th a i-.apt’t :cora . eco b r 12, 1946, p,l. 

Other ffifts came but orovad inadenuat for the 
school* Most of them were absorbed in the re airing of 
the administration buildin^, library, and other b hidings 
on the c alarms. 

Therefore, pr sident V, . Creene and t‘» trustees 
of 'larhe Memorial College laid plana for a str n^thenin? 
an m rov »nt campaign, \ ~oal of 350,000.00 was set 
which was to be allocated for both the c.-nstruction of 
new bulldli^s and the repairing of old ones. This was 
to become a crystal bsed - ro -ram in 1947. 

For this pro T . . c ball, xecu ive-Cecretsry 
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treasurer of 'ississipol Baptists, was choc n as direc- 
tor, Ians called for completion of the campai n in 

1943. This was hi ly aesirable in the face of t ! ie dire 
need for new dormitories for ot' oys and girls, a 
dinin- all, and a new Administration buildi g. 

In 194*3, a meeting of the advisory committee of the 
Clarke College Campaign was held at the Baptist Building 
in hack son, lieports were ade on the worl already done. 

" vporoxlmatel 107,000 were reported in gifts, and 
ma ny sec: ionn of the state are planning to take offerings 
this raonti and next, according to represantat ves i all 
districts.*^ 

* 7 " 107,000 in Sight For Clar e College/’ The 
Bant 1 st sc or ■ , -a 6, 194 p*l« 

Plans were laid ’or speaking cam signs in churches, 
during associate nal e tings, and all ossible pu lie 
pathe ings. ’asters, graduates from C arktr College, and 
all friends we”e urg d to give to the ro ram therns iv s, 
and to solicitt funds from ot er sources. 

In addition, t l ere was to e a special da- set aside 
or a general offer n^. Tne B ptl, t -cord included the 
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following article s 

;ster 'unday, *tarch 23, has be ndesi^nated as the 
day for tat -v;id® offerin- for Clarke College, 

By all means, plan or 'he largest possible offering 
on this day. Coin envelopes w 'll be mailed "ut all 
over the state for this u pose. 9 " 


^ "How You May Help Clarke College in This Ca paipn 
for 350,000,” The Baoti st Record . February 12, 194&, p. 7. 

The admin ‘ et-ation of Clarke College purchased from 
the ar As etc Administration at Camp nelhy a large wooden 
theatre building, "he lumber and ateriale from it were 
to I e used in the college building program. The ftudent 
Activities Bull lng v r to be the recipient of ost of 
the material. 

"The dinin» hall-activities buildir.g was dedicated 

go 

on ’ondsy, .'^pte her 5, 1949." ' This was to be used 

n \ aw Clarke Act vlties Kuildi The >j--hon 

ecord . An trust 11, 1949. p. 1# 

tern orarily as an office Tiding for the adminisi >n. 
Later the to floor was to be used for recreational 
purposes. 

The year 1949 was a year of significant >rogr««s for 
Clarke ollegf. he school was still showing ma- 

terial growth. 
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The buildings now owned by the c ol •••<*; were two 
dormitories, the adminlsi rati m bu'ldi r, the ac- 
tiv ties bull din/?, the music building, twelve 
f culty homes, 40 family hcwr.es; and the board of 
ministerial ed cation owned hordes .‘'or 33 fan’. 11 - 8.90 


QO 

lstor • of Clarke -.ollej-o . Student Gompiliatio , 

• p » >/ i t § t p» 11* 

The girle dormitory is now under construction, "It 
Is hoped that one unit of this building will be complete 
by .* ept^mber, 1952. Further plans call for its co plc- 
tlon in 1953. 


Interview with ^ugene Keebler, Assistant Adminis- 
trator to tllian arle freene, D;te of Interview, anuary 
1952. 


In 1950, Clarke College went b yond its highest en- 
rollment mark. "turinF the last season, 1948-49, the 

enrollment was 432. Thus far, it has reached 440 with 

92 

tow more t^rms to ffo." 


92 "Clarke College nrollment till Increasing With 
440 students,” The e : on tec r,i . February 9* 1950, p, 1. 


School opened in 1952 with an enrollment of over 400 


for the first term. The nurrbo” 16 growing every new 


school ye^r. 


The college how has a membership in he Ilssssippi 
association of ’olleges, Mississippi Association of 
of Junior Colleges, merican Association of Junior 
Colleges, an 1 he out hern Baptist A- vocation of 
Colleges m ' 3acon ary ‘ chool®. y - : 


^ '^rv Of lar:- a - .or ..1 .‘ol Op, it • , 

p, 9&. 

The growth of this school from both the material 
and £ cad" c standpoint serits attention, for one the 
forgo 4 en 5 otitution, it now holds a ro:ninent olace 
■n the d morale tionol lif- of isrissippi Baptists, 


CHAPTER V 

RsTROSP; CT AHD PROFILE 


A cursory recapitulation of the history of Clarke 
College reveals any factors rhich contributed to the 
pro •'res?- of the school. These have bem partially 
delineated in revious chapters. However, toco plete 
t e picture, descriptions o i* s dvantages, require- 
ments, c urriculurc, buildings, and last! , its religious 
and literarv activities should all « given. 

The para ount qualification for antranee into 
Clarke College is a d? ire and wil invnesa to receive 
an education, Tet the school seeks to enlist those 
who are capable of be* o'- c n 1 \et. v -ly trained, Ad- 
vantage ir offere to students by the adm‘ ni strati on 
who *ee t he txpense of att<-ndanc- at a low minimum, 

Tn 1910, it was much lower than other neig boring schools. 
n The noat of board, Including rooo rent, h«*at and lights 
will he 12,00 per mont or H6,00 per t« rm of tw lve 
weeks'*^ van in 194V and 194$ i the scho ol only 

QL 

' CKtalo»~t e of C " rke ) .orial Jollnga ,'* 1 ’10, p. 9, 
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charged "’79*00 for a quarter of nine weeks* "This in- 
cluded the followin : atriculation, act'v'.f s, tuition, 
raed cal fee, and r ora and board. 


^ Catalogue of lar’e ■■ orial -ox e , 1947-45, 

p* 14* 


This low eost of entranc and attendance as led cany 
stude. ts to larke College* his fact was cade known 
through the b lletin and papers of the d nomlnatiofa. The 
following is an ■‘xample: 

There nr© la re numbers of our Kississip i younr 
oeople hose preparatory wor has not been adeouate 
to ^Ive then entrance into uost of our standard 
institutions. ©slues, lie expense its If is fre- 
quently as :rohifcitiv f - proposition in raany of our 
schools. 96 


96 Lauderdale o nty Baotlst Association, eotesiber 

20, 21, mr , P :i3 . 

Clarke College has taken care of hot tyr^s of need. 

dobs ere also prove ied on the c arapus to defray the 
expense of need; students, while low rent cottages are 
1 ikowiee -va' table to arr'ed stud nts. Vhen, toe, 
these are auriehted by rnany generous gifts sent by the 
natron: and ^r 5 ends of the school* 
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From its beginning as a chool, Jlar^e College 

maintained a standard of regulation or the ’ogernaent 

of the student body. Of articular interest ar^ ?oae of 

these earl: rul s. They ar as follows: 

No stud nt will e allowed to be away .fro the college 
after dark except by e ecial oermi salon fro.< the 
ores' dent . All nudents w 11 b. reo ired to attend 
funday School and nreachin^ Sunday morning. ail 
for students will be deliv red to them at the c ollege 
t'and the correspondence of all tudents will be left 
to the discretion of the f eulty, 97 


97 'atalo~ue of -Inrke Memorial :ollere, 1913-14, 

pp. 1 | 12 . 

Other roles governing the relationship of young men 
and women were often rather severe. "No younr lady will 
be 'sermltted to receive the attention of youn ; :ien ex- 
cept by ecial permission” 98 Boys were included in 


98 Ibid. , p. 12. 

simlliar rules. he following is a resume of the ntire 
set. of rulps: "do what is right. Our -nip 'Is are taurht 
by orecent and example their duty to Ood and to their 
fellow man; taught alwa"s to espect the righ and to 
labor for the w^>l ’are of their nc g: tors." 99 
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99 Ibid *, p. 14 

van today students must adhere to a general re u- 
lation of conduct. he young women are -overn d by a 
dormitory counc 1 rosponsi le to the i>*an of omen. 

The duties of the council are to act as a executive 
body ana to enforce dormitory ra^ lations. 

The boys are required to adhere to similar rules. 

No student is permitted to marry during the school ses- 
rion without per isslon of the o.irent3 an board of trus- 
tees. - 11 student® must be sroperl chaperoned during 
dates. Ttudy hours and fun hours are to be followed 
in dormitories. 

Clarke College is an accredited jun or college. 
However, students who enter he institution must ther 
possess fifteen units of work from a standard hirh school 
or successful!*' ass a colle? entrance examination. 

Only students who have reach id the age of twenty years 
and have s >ent a minimum of nine weeks In thesecondary 
division may take this test. The fifteen units ust 
include "three units in nglish, two units In mathematics 
ana two units in history," 100 
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100 Clarke College Catalogue, 1951-52, p. 22. 

The number of units that may be offered n 

vocational subjects ia our. less than two units is 
offe ed in a ’ope>‘~n language, iriditional work must be 
taken in college, 0 credit Is ven for work amounting 
to leas than one-’nalf unit. 

Students who have done sa‘ isf actor coll "e work 
in other accredited colleges may be regularly accepted 
at Clarke Colle e upon the ? esentstion of a c rtificate 
of honorable .iismissal from the rev'ous school a 1 enaed. 
The final criteria for determining the evaluation of 
work done elsewhere is the type of work the student does 
aft r transferring to Clarke College. 

Clarke College operates on t e term plan. The aca- 
demic year .o s "ts : o-,.r terms of n na weeks each. 

The clas: s must be .net dail; , >nuay through 'riciay. 

The class periods nor: ally run one our (60 minutes) 
in length. The students recuhrly ust c rry tiuree t rae- 
hour courses, fhe Ian enables the school to admit 
more students at d'fferont erioda of the year. Ihis 


division will also prevent the lost of extra time due 
to illness or other types of unavoidable withdrawals* 

It also reduces the number of co rses, and thereby 
increases efficiency of both teac ers and students* 

This ~>lan wa^ te^in in 1944* an has race ved the 
annroval of the facult an st dent bod* * Tuition, 
board, health fees and other cnar?;es are computed on 
the basis of nine-week tarns* Traduution co ea at t.e 
end of t’ e fou th nine-week term* 

It muBt be borne in ir.ind that the echo <1 serves a 
constit cncv t at is largely r.ral, he schoo terri- 
tor is primaril: that of the entire state of Missies!?' 1. 

he bac> ground and need? >f the students are ke t in mind 
by the school 1 aders. A survey taken amonc* 341 re<? lar- 
ly enrolled students revealed inn >rtant data concerning 
the arents of the f:roup* Their occu ational status was 
as follows: 

her*© are thirteen rofessional and s -mi- rofes- 
sional workers, 105 formers and farm can ;?ors, 
eleven roprietors, ®aa ; i»er8 f and dflficials, four 
clerical and kindred workers, seven salesmen and 
s leswofren, twe nty-seven crafts '-on, ’ore on and 
li i^ed workers, ee en unc p>loyed, and 141 home- 
makers, and twenty-seven enraged in other types 
of work. 101 
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"Population Data for the school Coar.uni ty," 
val’ 21 - v -' ' t r ' . 1952, p. 2d. 


Further statistics were rec aled in t ducat ional 
qualifications of the parents. These uss* ions were 
answered directly by the students and revealed that the 
parents were largely rural, having had little or no 
opportunity for adult education. The reports included 
fat ers and mothers of approximately one-half the stu- 
dent body of February, 1952. 

These sutseouent fibres we^e "Iveni 

109 parents attended but did not com ole te elemen- 
tary school, 60 completed elementary school, 110 
a’ tended but did not complete rich school, three 
at tended but did not ~radua e frota oost-sf>condar'. 
sc’ ool, nine cam ole ted a - wo-y r college course, 
five graduated from four y'tar college, and three 
were en^a^d in raduate s udy. 102 


102 Ibid ., p. 29. 

Clarke College endeavors to m* et he nee of stu- 
dents in light of their own background as wall as that 
or parents. *or this purpose, ho secondary d ena t:.ent 
wa instituted as add't'o al hel to the col Leg de art- 
m*nt. ill secondary work at Clarke . esorial College is 
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subject to the ramlrtions of the Mississippi High 
School Accreditin'* om ission and the Mississippi S ate 
Cepart ent of "ducation. nlv teachers certified by the 
Mississippi State De art ent of ..ducatlon are mploy d 
for secondary instruction, The secondary de art. ent is 
accredl - e by the Mississippi High Scho 1 Accre iting 
Com i slon. 

Special students are often admitted to the s econdary 
der.artr : enl without high school e redlts. beys' oro- 
rressirely instructed until sue time as they may ass a 
1 hge entrance test. Cty t e other hand, they may do 
four vea-s of high school work nd then enter he college 
de artrcant. 

A su or session f the school is held annually, 
and then two ‘ive-week terms of work are offered. They 
begin i the first ee * of Juno and end ,arl 1 Au ust. 
The courses are chosen from the general catalogue and 
are ta g t by tho r ruler faculty me hers. 

pecial intelligence and en-al bility tests are 
g v n upon the entrance of the student to the college. 

The A. C. E. Psyc ol cal, The Barrett- yan nsrlish, 
and the Iowa igh School Content tests are exam les of 
typ s used. 


/*s 
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The same type of testa are r'Ven tn the secondary 
division. Other t ste are held for students of their 
deoart^-ent who desire o try for collere entranc at the 
nd of e ch nine-week term. They may also serve in 
olaconent and * ' dance of st dents. 

A system of orientation and gi idance is car led 
out b: the college administration. Aims and thods 
are presented to enrol in*- students. he Dean’s office 
collects an' files all ava'la le personal, health, and 
cho astic infor aio about the rtudents. n this 

mm 

information, counsel is riven the students* n;riditlon, 
a standardised psycholaical examination, a ijainstered 
one or ^ore time a year, aid further in ^idinr; the 
student into satisfactory collar© work. 

Amonr the requirements of Clarke Colie re are that 
students must maintain a n n a verses to remain in school. 
There, too, chapel attendance is coercive, while classes 
must be rerularly at; and all u excue eo absences are 
subject to rade penalties. 

"he collet offers six y ars of work todtuden s 
without hi^h school background. It reaches boys and rirls 
who arc u able to at end scho 1 -la -where. It not only 


serves as a preparatory institution for f-issis- 
sin i's three aptist colic -er, but i doe a eculiar 
work or its own. - an- students who n ver attend any 
other school are ■able to find a place in the ministry 
or <-o:3e ot : er field of end avor. 

In its curriculu , Clarke Colie e ; s the re- 
quirements of the tate ducat ion Commission. Its am- 
bition is o reach as any s* .dents as po sible with, 
at the same time, as road and raotical prescribed 
coura of study aa it possible* 

Bible and Ro i^ious docation are :wo of the c en- 
tral sub; acts tauvht in the echo 1* These include 
cours -" in Ole? an* e '^star.-nt, missionary education, 
church efficiency , Christian doctrine, homiletics, and 
oevan^elism. 

Clarke offers a variety of other courses as well. 
These Include com erce, i story, home economics, govern 
ment, ne-lisV, peach, vanish, ~at5n, ath aties, 
music, sciences, and other courses. 

At the present time, the build!., s and rounds are 
receiving much attention. The college ca ius is a 
seventy-acre tract o * land includin'* level areas, Ills 
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and "alleys* art of the c nnspus is woode , ancistein^ 
transformed into a parkway. On the north side of the campus 
is locate- a three and one-hc<lf acre lake fed by a large 
number of natural s v inrs. Ijj addition to the campus, 
the colle-e owns a 160 acre farm. It provides ood for 
the college and offers employment to students deserving 
and desirinr to work. 

\ recent survey y the School Planning Committee of 
the Mississippi Sduceation Association was held at Clarie 
College* It reported favorably upon the gen* ral im- 
prove ent campaign of the school, he following is an 
abridged account brought by the group: "In Making this 
report the committee has kept in mind the limited and 
ncertain financial sources of be school and the 
repress it has ade i the eight years since its reor- 
ganize I on. ”103 


103 lanni ~ Joprr.lt ee of p clal ississipoi .luca- 
tlon op; it ee . 19$2. n. 1. 

The buildings vary in appearance and size. K nt 
"all, the dormitory for men, is a t ree-story building 
of franc and trek construct on, "t is the oldest edi- 
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fice on the campus. lanr arc being ^ade to re laco it 
with a modern dormitory of fireproof design. KeLaurln 
Hall !■ ouaes e women. It is a three-story brick build- 
in of semi-fireproof construction. It was formerly ‘he 
men 1 a dormitory but was converted to its -resent status. 

A o ern orinit >v for ^irle la now under construction, 
ben completed, this bull ir.g w ! 11 ave four wings and 
wil house 17‘' ^'irls. he coat of b llding will am >u t 
to approximately 125,000.00. 

The college also owns housing for:, ore t ban f orty 
st dent famili 8, which are in the form of single and 
uplex cottages. Tie Board of Ministerial d cat -on of 
t e Baptist Co vention owns property ad acent to the 
campus on which ere single and duplex houses providing 
living arte- for t ‘ ty-two additional c udent fa ill a. 

The a dmlnistration building is the not important 
structure on the campu . It contains throe stories which 
arc used for classes, library, and office space. It was 
erected of trick at a cost of 350, 000. 00* and is conslde ed 
to be fire; roof. The activites biUdin^ WiO 
completed in 1950. It was built of yellow brick and 
conta’ s two stories. he cost of c onatruction amounted. 


to a pr >ximatley *30,000.00. This low figure was due 
largely to 'he usa<~e of students as laborers. The b ild- 
inp; is used both as a inin: all nd as a place for 
recr ation. 

T v 'e music buildlnr was erectai in 1950 at a coat of 
20,000.00. It Is a wooden at Rture composed of two 
separate compartments. Each say be used simultaneously 
for the Instruction of tude s. he concession blild- 
in-‘ was comnlot d in l f ?51 at a coat of approximately 
7 ,000.00. It now contains .he offlC' s of th adminis- 
tration, t>e printin'* ? ess, tha bu iness office, and 
the concession. u darts a t ie b-iildim- largely as 

a social center during the hours vrhen classes are not 
meeting. 

The library is in t e procoas of beiny locked with 
additional books. It occur tea the main floor of the admin- 
istration b*. lldlnr. i the 'resent time, the library in- 
cludes 6,200 volumes, includin 1,700 olu.mes of ^ift 
collections. he college exceeds the minimum reouireir.ent 
spent annually in the library, 

Frou the berlnnin?: of the school , the faculty and 
Ft dents of 'lar e ollpre recognized the alue of so- 
cial tr. *nln" in the literary field. Therefore, two 


literary organizations , the Platonian and the Delta 
Xa^na 3cieti<>s, wer 'orr;»d in 1903. In 190v, the 
Aurelian and uterpian oci= ties, two other literary 
societies, were organised. hey were to be the means 
of trainin'- he mind of the rtadent. "The purpose of 
the Aurelian Society w a to train youn^ men to think 
and to s ea well *’’104 The Aurelian Tociety and the 

■04 

Hi® 1921, p. 54. 

Platonian Society are btlll f\inctio*iin<? at Clarke College 
today. 

The Art Clu' was organised in 1946. The '-rouo 
holds regular jreetin^B and nerrci ; 3 those interested in 
art to d I ecu as the su ject from aever >1 an^l s. We ber- 
ship is opt*n to all students. 

For years, students and f c,lt aliki had felt the need 
of a college newsoape . ’.'his n« d as caused by the 
disc nt ‘.nuance several years earlier of a newspaper called 
the Clarke cho . herefore, he Clarke tall was 
berun in l 1 46. he aapor usually xxxm carries some alumni 
news, and distribution is ade >erio :ic 11; a.iong members 
of t ; e Alumni Association. he students receive a copy 


every two weeks* 

In addition, the collars has such organisations as 
the Future Teacher.* 5 of America, the sacred chorus, and 
The feer . iJich of thes 5 takes care of and reflects the 
life of some ee 'men’ of f- t^-dents on t e camous. 

Ech student is encouraged to join at least one of 
thsee Student or^anisat ons, but he may also hold ember- 
ship in others. -ach r rouo ust have a faculty me ber 
as sponsoo* Also, its finance tius; e rans cted through 
the business office* This precludes the formation of 
an new oranglsation without the ermiss^o of tie col- 
lege administration* 

Clarke College had its inceptio as a religious 
school* v§ such, it as net departed from the first 
fundamental found tions laid In 1903* Christianity is 
ei haslsed in ost of the activities of the institution* 
No teac e is employed who Is not a Christian. .11 stu- 
dents are urged to become Christians and attend the 
local churches. 

The school serves a wide area in a reli loua way. 
Most of the ministerial st dents from Clarke College 
pastor rural churches. In the school year of 1950*51, 


they composed a lar e j - rcenta<re of the enrolled students. 
"Of the total enrollment of 563, there were 271 minis- 
terial etudente in this institution this past session, 
more than in any ot or college or university of the 

fouth*"^®^ 


105 

"Educat Ion v'om: ittee port," 
ter la, 1952. 


/valuative Cri - 


The idea of religious service has been carried out 
by the teachings of faculty ar. obors. It is written in 
every publication. It has b n sum- ed up in the allow- 
ing state ient i 

First, we endeavor to create an atmosphere that is 
friendly to the 1 eveltpoent of Christian characters, 
'econd, in our claa:<rooim:> the Bible, which is the 
textbook of Christianity, is fully end frankly 
taught. 106 


106 


p. 9. 


Catalogs of -r.r e ■ .oriel ollerc . 1920-.'!, 


".very ornin~ before b lasses are b gun, ! he students 
hold "Morning atch". This is the early prayer a sting* 
All students are urge to attend. inping, te tiro ni-ss, 
and prayers are e fared during this twenty minute period 
of religious devotion. 
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At noon, a prayer satin? is h Id in the center of 
th campus. ' hu?e circle is f oraed, and students hold 
hands while aln-inp- and "ayin*:. This is under tie aus- 
pices of the Baptist tudant Un *>n, a caispur. oryanizat on. 

The Baptist tudent nion is the for - jost and nost 
important organization oi 'lark© College campus* It is 
t e voluntary r 11 ious activity of aptist students. 

It centers around the church. 

Thus, it in the connectin'' link between he campus 
and the church. herub^rship in the local aptist 
church, its Sunday School, or Training nion, or 
anv |. 8. U. unit organization campus means 

memb-' rship In the Baptist Student nion. 107 


° n -lat -lo -■ o of lar a or '.ul pile *e . 1947-43, 

p. 12. 


Furthermore, this organisation coordinates the reli- 
gious activity on the campus and points tha students 
towa d the local church. 

In a dcition to occasional confe ances, special weeks 
of emrhar-is, and social "atherings, it romotes the 
morning watch, a widely attended twenty min te devo- 
tional . period eld each school morninr before class 
ti e.l- 


103 


Ibid . 


Moat of the work of the Eaptist Student Union is 


done through unit organisations. Th foil /win?: a re 

units of thir central organisation: ini star i 1 g oci- 

atlon, beacon Mission Band, Young Women 1 s In , 

Religious ducation ssociatio , oman 1 a Missionary 

Society, and 3ev ral other croups. 

Through the combined efforts of the Baptist Student 
Union and the Ministerial Association of Clarke 
College, our evangelistic -f forts ave rov .71 into a 
far reaching program that is touching the lives of 
many Christians am: non- hristlans throughout this 
section. 109 


109 college vangelistic -fforts,” The bap - 

tist ecord . love be 2$, 1940, p, 13. 


The school now enjoys the support of the state 

conven-ion. recent letter of report war sent to 

. . f-roene, preident, stating the proportion of the 

funds larke College was to eceive from the general 

educational fund. The letter was as follows: 

The "Ississippi ' ctptist lonvention haf been sup- 
porting the work of Clarke College to the extent 
of 19*5 percent of sta ewide Christian education 
funds over a perloa of the past fev years. It is 
expected that the convention will cent in 9 this 
roportionate sup ort dth little if any change 
in the forseeable .future. 110 


110 

Letter fron urser ewitt to . . 'reene, 

April 4, 1952. 
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Nevertheless, the collet is in great need of sub- 
stantial endowment. It has only a minimum araoun • ag- 
gregating less than $10,000.00 in this fund. f forts 

aro boing made to accelerate this overeat, >ut the 
fact that the state convention voted in its last session 
to remove all workers from soliciting money in the 
'if'ld, except for endowment, will adv rnely affect this 
aim* Funds that could bo used for endowment must be 
used for oper ting expense s. 

Despite these factors, Clarke Collar has several 
positive factors in its favor. The present increase 
in enrollment assures the abiding interest of the 
people of the state, 1 he construction of more buildings 
e e s to give the scho 1 a degree of permanency. The 
ever- ; ncr* asing number of graduate: out in the field 
gathers m ch additional support. 

A department of public relations, under the direction 
of 0. P. * o re, former pastor of the oorhead, ississi pi, 
Baptist C- urch, ha been organised. Assisting him is a 
st ff of three workers. The duties of this group include 
the Eolicitation of students, the education of the public 
through literature and conferences held at various churches, 
and the seeking of endowment funds rom roe pec t ivo donors 
throughout the state. 
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"Clarke t'ercorial Celle gf "Co The e^ton Hecurd. 
December 27, 1908, p. 1. 


The movement U. build a gre t aen&ninatio ral school In 
east MiaaiSKip i as been talked for some time by the 
Baptists of tie state to perpetuate t * memory of the late 
Rev. N. 1, Clarke, who tied erta: >er 11, 190b, and to be 
an inspiration to the future manhood and womanhood of 
east is 3 is ippi. Resolutions were passed last depteeber 
by the l.^y springs Baptist Association asking the several 
associations to Utte serinlte steps toward furthering- the 
cause, Wiich was enthusiastically done* "ewton generously 
offered 35,000, free water for five years, fifty scho- 
larships for one year, and forty acres of land, to secure 
the school. Kev. 3, d. Culpepper me put in this field 
to secure further subscriptions and ha met vdth unquali- 
fied success. r, Culpepper is a most ent usl a tic worker 
and has his heart in the cause; he has many friends who 
f el proud of his - ork and pred'et a rreat future for hir. 

Newton has four c urches with a large Membership. 

The. e are two "iasi nary Baptist churches, one reabyterinn, 
and one ‘'ethoaist. 

The New Central Baptist Church, which la about com- 
pleted, is one of the handoamest edifices In the state, 
made of pressed brick and modelled in the state, in the 
most plsasin tanner. The church cost $10,000 and has 
a large membership. 
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■otalo^i of Clarke Memorial olie 1910, 
w ! on , is- issip ; , pp. CTO. 


AH FIA /[ OH CHO LA S 


k TJo student will allowed to be away from the col- 
lege after dark exceot by r 'eclal permission from the 

• OK . . 

All students will be required to atttnd Sunda School 
and ore chi <r unday r ornln?:. 

‘ail for students will be delivered to them at the 
co le-'fl, end the correspondences of all stude ts ill be 
left to the discretion of the&culty. 

All mail must pass through the hands of pome 0 the 
fac Ity. 

Ho youn* lady will be permitted to receive the atten- 
tion of younf men except by special rndission. 

All associations with yo n ladies is forbidden to 
younr men except unde 1 same con iltions as the preceding. 

o boy will be allowed to visit in tovsi except by 
permissio: of the presit nt. 

No girl will He allows 1 to visit in t»n except by 
special oerml -slon from er parents and faculty. nd then 
she will Ye aecomp n’ed by on a of t e faculty. 

No student w 11 be allowed to leave his room d Jrinp 
study hours without permission. 

All students will be required to r ceo their rooms 
in P'ood order* 

J'o student must readan ?thin r - during study hour s 
exc pt what is prescribed by a teacher. 

Wo student will bb allowed to change rooms without 
the consent of the teacher in charge. 

feoki r 'n or about bhe buildings or on the campus, 
or in oublic plac s will not be tol rated. 

No student 111 be r ven permission to visit home or 
elsewhere without request from parents or uar-iian direct 
to ome me b >r of th faculty. 

Penalty for f olatin-r any rule or regulation of the 
College will he fixed by the faculty at from 1 to 25 f e- 
merits. 

The above rules may be modified , or other rules may 
b added at the discretion of the faculty. 

Anv student receiving 25 demerits dt-rin^ the session 
will be’ ex elled fro school. 
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"Collate 4 eating," The ^ewton 1 ec-rd. 

April 10, 1924, p. 5. 


R TwT. TTt*?'- n AT yywTr-r. T\, PROS • T '" r T0 " 
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At a jfu sa meeting held here a fe nip ts airce, 
the following resolutions were pas.~eui 

’hereas, the board of Trustees of Clarke -a erial 
College of Newton, Missiaaipp ! , ties communicated to this 
meeting a letter fru& the Education Cocmdaslon of the 
Baptist Convention in rep rd to the proposition of the 
new administration building at the cells e In Newton, 
Ulsaisslp 1, and 

/hereas, said letter called for an expression from 
the peo le of Newton as to wtwtner said college was wanted 
by the tuwn of Newton, nad, 

hereas, the people of Newton, represented by a 
large nunfcer of Its bust essaen and professional men, 
have : sserbled in a meeting to show their appreciation 
of the college and convey to the Education Commission 
their desir that the collage remain at Fenton, 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the people of 
Newton, In mass meeting assembled, that it Is the wish 
and desire of the tom of Newton that Clarke Memorial 
Collar* he kept at N'ew&on, the blrthnlace of the said 
colie e, where it was originated anu whe e all the oeople 
have a k en desire to see It succeed j and 

B« it further resolved, that in order to help the 
College 3 ucc- *u:, ’.he people of ewton hereby pledge them- 
selves to all In their ooner to uphold the Board of Trus- 
tees and t'e president of the college in all their under- 
take gs with regard to said college and they will, to the 
extent, that they are financially able to do, undertake 
so e of the financial burciens of the culls e as they iiave 
In the days gone p :st. 

Be it further resolved that a c opy of these resolu- 
tions be sent to tin Education Commission of the Baptist 
Convention and to the Trustees of Clarke -e «rial Culle-e. 

J, I Byrd- — —committee 
. D. Lowe 
T. A. Baucura 
C. E. Summer 
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"Baptist Convention Votes Clarke Close," The 
Carrion record. Vovewber 20, 193C, p. 1. 


I'.cniri- . :l? pk c • ’ jr • • 


The Mississippi State Baptist Convention in session 
at Tatar Valley voted late ■ edresday to discontinue Clarke 
College kt Nekton, which has been operating an a junior 
college under the auapicea of that a snood nation for twenty- 
two years* The reason given for such aation is the the 
denomination is not able financially to support so J.-eny 
schools, and that their other three institutions, Missis- 
sippi College fit Clihten, Blue Mountain College at Flue 
’ ountair, and cman's College at Hatiesburg, operating as 
standard colleges furnish adequate facilities for the 
denominati oakl needs* cf course, the people of New tor. 
and this section regret that such action is to e taken, but 
they must yield to the wished of the dencmi ation in the 
matter, since the .^sjor sup, ort Ilf the institution oust 
come from t sir education commission. The following report 
co es from the site of the an vend on: 

’ star Valley, Xsv. IV — Tlftln of notes on four 
Baptist colleges through floating of a bond iaeue of 
< 325,000 was voted by n-cti cally unanimous consent of 
tie state Baptist convention hers tonight with the assem- 
bly then launching into a long discussion or. the pro. used 
unified board of rustees for the three standard colleges* 
Discontinuance of Clarke Memorial College at Newton 
was approved late today by the Mississippi apt 1st State 
Convention in s salon hers. 

Closure of the school followed a similiar move about 
s year ago which later was rescinded and the school re- 
opened. Today* a actions leave the date of closing the 
school with the education commission of the Oonbention. 

senator T . t;, Taylor of Jackson, sought to sav- th 
school wh«i he mo eu that the recommendation of the educa- 
tion commission be defeated. t' r record vote was taken on 
the ori -inal recuic;eridation for uisoontinuan- e after the 
Taylor substitute was defeated 169 be 139* 
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"Report of Tvaluatige Cuurittae," ^lssi s. In 1 
■ ‘ .atf- .anartn ent of 1952 
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Ag an agency of the Viaaiaaippl Baptist Convention, 

and in accordance with o r philosophy, Clarice -'emorial 

Colie.'* seeks: 

1* To offer standard secondary and Junior College oppor- 
tunities} 

2. To esrjhasi.ee preparation for the minls- ry and other 
c hur ch-ralat ed voca t ior.s : 

3. To offer atudlee under Christian teachers of Baptist 
faith; 

4* To cud -tain b stron noral and religious cwipus ators- 
phere, t hat will c ntinue through the student's life- 
time; 

5* To aid i the development In each student of a well- 
balanced personality; 

6* To extend special consideration to students above the 
average a ge who seriously seek education; 

7. To carry fo ward a ro raj;, of oiscovery anu encourage- 
ment of worthy m«i and wonan who have not Oonaluered 

at ting a college education; 

8. 1o provide a program of mental health and physical 
well-being; and 

9* To provide the abov cppportunitkea at the lowest cost 
consistent with c-.-afurt and efficiency. 


